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95ru Concress, 3p Session. 


Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of An- 
drew Forest; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office, reported a bill for the 
relief of Hazard Knowles; which was read, and 
yrdered to a second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 
Joseph Radcliff, and that it be referred to the 
Committee of Claims; which was agreed to. 

Mr, WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, from the || 
Committee on Pensions, to which had been re- 
ferred the bill for the relief of David Baird, re- 
»norted the same without amendment. 

' Mr. W. also, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
aves of Daniel Piatt, deceased, and a bill for 
the relief of Gustavus B. Horner; which were 
severally read, and ordered to a second reading. | 

Mr. W., from the same committee, asked to 
ve discharged from the further consideration of | 
the memorial of Captain Robert White; which 
was agreed to. ; i 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Pub- | 
lic Lands, to which was referred the memorial of | 

| 


anumber of citizens of Illinois, praying the es- 
tablishment of an additional land office in the 
northern part of that State, asked to be discharged 
from the further consideration thereof; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of citizens of Illinois, for the es- | 
tablishment of a land office at Kishwaukie, in that | 
Sate; which was agreed to. 


consideration of the memorial of the 
and directors of the Western Railroad Company 
of Massachusetts; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill for the 
relief of John M. Straiter; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. SPENCE, from the Committee on the | 
District of Columbia, to which was referred the | 
bill for the construction of a free bridge over the 
Eastern Branch, reported the same without 
amendment. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr. TALLMADGE, on leave, and in pursu- 


ance of notice given, introduced joint resolutions 
forthe amendment of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States; which were read twice and ordered to | 
be printed. ; 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolutions; 
which lie one day for consideration: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed | 
‘o communicate to the Senate any information he may pos, | 
sess in relation to the banks or institutions exercising the 
banking privilege in the Territory of Wisconsin; whether | 





they are exercising such privileges in pursuance, or in vio- 
lation, of the laws of the United States, and whether their 
votes are received in payment for the public lands. 


to report a bill to disaffirm, disapprove, and render null and | 
void any act of the Territorial Legislature creating banking | 
institutions in Wisconsin Territory whose charters: have 
hot been approved by Congress, or where the provisions of 
their charters, or the acts of Congress approving them, have 
been violated. 

_ Resolved, That the committee also report a bill to give 
jurisdiction to the courts of the Territories of the United 
States over all the banking institutions in said Territories, 
and to provide punisiment for the violation of the act of 
Congress of the Ist of July, 1836, or of any other act that 
ras been, or may hereatter be, passed approving bank char- 


_Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolu- 
ion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- | 
structed to inquire whether any additional appropriation is 

hecessary to enable the surveyor general of the States of 
Missouri and Illinois to complete the surveys of thg public 
lands in the State of Lilinois. | 





DISTRICT BANKS. 


The report from the Committee on the District | 
of Columbia, in compliance with the resolution | 








Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
! 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 29, 1839. 


| of the Senate directing them to inquire whether 


the banks have acted in conformity to the pro- 
visions of their charters, and reporting that the 
banks have acted in conformity therewith, was 
taken up and agreed to. 

PURCHASE OF AN ISLAND. 


The joint resolution for the purchase of an 
island atthe confluence of the St. Peter’s and Mis- 
sissippi rivers, was ordered to be engrossed. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 
The bill for the continuation of the Cumber- 


| land road, appropriating $100,000 to the road in 
| the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois, was 
taken up on its third reading, and after some re- 


marks from Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, in oppo- 
sition, was passed by the following vote: 


YEAS —Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Clay 
of Kentucky, Cuthbert, Davis, Fulton, Knight. Linn, Mor- 


| ris, Nicholas, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Sinith of Indiana, 


Southard, Spence, Swiil, Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, Wright, and 
Young—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 
Foster, Hubbard, King, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouton, Niles, 


| Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Roane, Ruggles, Smith of Con- 


necticut, Strange, Walker, Wall, White, Williams of 
Maine, and Williams of Mississippi—22. 


GAD HUMPHREYS. 


The bill for the relief of Gad Humphreys, of 


the Territory of Florida, for property destroyed 
by order of an officer of the United States, was 


| taken up; and, after a long discussion, in which 


Messrs. HUBBARD, NORVELL, SMITH of 
Indiana, KING, WRIGHT, and CALHOUN, 
participated, it was ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 


After an executive session, the Senate ad- 


Mr. BENTON, fromthe Committee on Military || journed. 


Affairs, asked to be discharged from the further | 
resident | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 21, 1839. 

As soon as the. Journal was read, 

Mr. HAYNES rose, and remarked that only 
six weeks of the session remained, and they had 
not yetreferred the President’s message; he there- 
fore asked the consent of the House to go into 
committee thereon. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. HAYNES moved a suspension of the 
rules; on which motion 

Mr. CRABB demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and there were—yeas 
84, nays 74; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beers, Beirne, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 


Brodhead, Buchanan, Cambreleng, Jolin Campbell, Casey, 
Cheatham, Coffin, Coles, Connor, Crary, Cushman, Drom- 


land, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Haley, Hamer, Harper, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hubley, Ingham, Thomas B. 
Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, William C. Johnson, 
Nathaniel Jones, Lewis, Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, Samp- 
son Mason, Martin, Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, 
Abraham McClellan, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Noble, 


Parker, Parmenter, Phelps, Pickens, Pratt, John H. Pren- | 
Rives, Rumsey, | 


tiss, Sergeant S. Prentiss, Richardson, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, Shepior, Snyder, Stuart, Swear- 


PRINTED AND PUBLISHED AT THE CITY OF WASHINGTON, BY BLAIR & RIVES. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE, 


Tae 


WOM Tua ccdtOe Oe 


inform the House, as soon as he can, what number of the 
Cherokee tribe of Indians are now remaining in the Stue 
of North Carolina; what means the Government has pro- 
vided for their subsistence ; and why they were not removed 
west of the Mississippi river, according to the terms of the 
treaty, and the provisions of an act of Congress, passed at 
the last session; and also how, to whom, aud for what bas 
the money appropriated under that act, for subsistence and 
removal of the Cherokee Indians, been expended and ap 

plied. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. HAYNES said he had just received a let- 
ter representing a similar state of facts, except 
that the number of suffering Indians was greater 
than stated by Mr. Granam, (five or six hun- 
dred.) Mr. H.’s letter conveyed the information 
that these Indians had fallen back. 

Mr. GRAHAM replied that his information 
was that these Indians had never taken up the 
line of march at all. 

Mr. MONTGOMERY was aware that grent 
complaints had been made in relation to this mat- 
ter, and also very great complaints on the part of 
the volunteers, recently called into the service of 
the United States in that section. He would, 
therefore, ask his friend to accept an amendment, 
calling upon the Secretary of War also to inform 
this House why these volunteers had not been 
paid for their services, 

Mr. GRAHAM did not wish to have his reso- 
lution embarrassed, and therefore declined accept- 
ing his colleague’s amendment. 


Mr. DE GRAFF moved the previous question; 


which prevailed, and the resolution was agreed to. 


REPORT FROM A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the select 
committee, reported the following resolution; 
which was concurred in. 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed to in- 
quire into the charges of high crimes and misdemeanors 
against P. K. Lawrence, Judge of the district court of the 
United States, for the State of Louisiana, be authorized to 
send for persons, papers, and records. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. ADAMS, on leave, brought in a bill for 


| the relief of Captain Joshua Hutt; which was read 


| twice, and committed to a Committee of the 
| Whole. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Petitions and memorials were then called for in 
the order of States. 

Messrs. EVANS, ROBINSON, DAVEE, and 
ANDERSON, of Maine. 

[Mr. Davee presented the petition of Thomas 
M. Preble and eighty-one others, citizens of 


| Lebanon, in the State of Maine, praying Congress 


| not to admit any new State to the 


nion, whose 


, Co i | constitution tolerates slavery, and to reject all ap- 
goole, Edwards, Farrington, Fry, James vu arland, Rice Gar. || 


plications and 


ropositions for the annexation of 
Texas to the 


nited States, and requesting that 


| the petitioners may be heard in person, or by 


ingen, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Whit- | 


tlesey, Lewis Williams, Jared W. Williams, and Joseph 
L. Williams—é4. 


NAYS — Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, | 


John W. Allen, Bond, Borden, William B. Calhoun, John 


Callioon, Carter, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Childs, | 


Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Cushing, Davies, Deberry, 


Dunn, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, William | 


Graham, Grennell, Hall, Harrison, Hastings, !tawes, Hen- 


ry, Herod, Howard, Jabez Jackson, Henry Jobnson, Ken- | 


wedy, Lincoley Welienan, Maketes Merce, Siaeewy |) aod others, praying Congress to recognize the in- 


Matthias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, 


Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Reed, Ridg- | 


way, Robertson, Robinson, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, 


Sheffer, Shields, Southgate, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, | 


‘Tillinghast, ‘loland, Albert 5. White, John White, Sher- 
rard Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, Yell, and 
Yorke—74. ’ 

Not being two thirds, the House refused to su 
pend the rules. 


CHEROKEE INDIANS. 

Mr. GRAHAM, of North Carolina, on leave, 
submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 


counsel, before the committee; which petition was 
laid on the table under the order of the 12th De- 
cember, 1838.] 

Messrs. CUSHMAN and ATHERTON, of 
New Hampshire. 

{Mr. Cusuman presented the petition of The- 


| opelus Somerby, praying for back pay as an inva- 


lid pensioner; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the petition of John 
A. Dickerson, praying compensation for services 
rendered the United States assailing master of the 
Navy; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. Also, the petition of John Haven 


dependence of the Republic of Hayti; which was 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Messrs. FLETCHER, GRENNELL,REED, 


| CUSHING, LINCOLN, BORDEN, SALTON- 
| STALL, PARMENTER, and ADAMS, of Mas- 


sachusetts, 

[Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of Dan- 
iel Blanchard and fifty-two others, of Charles 
town, Linn, Boston, and other places, for an 
amendment in the law granting a bounty to ves- 
sels engaged in the fisheries; of Sarah R. Morse, 
for arrears of pension; of James B. Woodbury 
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and fifty-six others, legal voters of Acton, in|, (Mr, ALLAN presented the petition of Hector 


Massachusetts, praying that all orders of the 
House abridging the right of petition may be re- 
scinded; of Abby D. Cowdry and forty others, 
matrons of Acton, for the same object; of Mary 
Stratton and one hundred and twen:y-four other 


women of Groton, Massachusetts, for the same | 


object; of Sarah C. Rugg and eighty-five other 
women of Groton, Massachusetts, for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia and of 
the slave trade between the States; of D. Phelps 
and seventy-one others, legal voters of Groton, for 
the recognition of the Republic of Hayti.] 

Mr. ADAMS said he had a large number of 
petitions to present on the subject of abolition, and 
asked leave of the House to explain the position 
he occupied, and to state the reasons of his adopt- 
ing the course he had done in presenting petitions 


of thischaracter. He further asked this courtesy | 


of the House, because he had received a mass of 
letters threatening him with assassination for this 
course. His real position, he was convinced, 
was not understood in the country. 

Objection being made to Mr. A. making his 
statement, 

Mr. GRENNELL moved a suspension of the 
rules, 

Mr. BON Dealled forthe yeas and nays; which, 


being ordered, were—yeas 117, nays 58; as fol- 


lows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alaxander, Heman Allan, John W. Al- 
len, Andrews, Aycrigg, Beatty, Bicknell, Biddle, Bond, 
Borden, Bouldin, Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, John 
Calhoon, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cheathain, Childs, Cof- 
fin, Cranstou, Crockett, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Da- 
vies, De Graff, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, Everett, Ewing, 
Richard Fletcher, Fillmore, Fry, Rice Garland, Giddings, 
Goode, William Graham, Grantland, Graves, Gray, Gren- 
well, Haley, Hall, Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Howard, 
Jeniter, Henry Johnson, William C. Johnson, Nathaniel 
Jones, Kemble, Kennedy, Klingensmith, Lewis, Lincoln, 
Marvin, Sampson Mason, Maury, May, Maxwell, Robert 
McClellan, McKennan, Menefee, Milligan, Mitchell, 
Moore, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Parker, Parmenter, 
Pearce, Peck, Phelps, Plu wer, Pope, Pous, Pratt, John HH. 
Prentiss, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Putnam, Rariden, Reed, 
tencher, Ridgway, Robinson, Ruinsey, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Sheffer, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Snyder, South- 
gate, Stuart, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Un- 
derwood, Vail, Vanderveer, Alhert 8. White, John White, 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph 
L.. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Yorke—117. 

NAYS—Messers. Anderson, Banks, Beers, Bird<all, Boon, 
Bronson, Chaney, Chapman, Coles, Connor, Crabb, De- 
berry, Dromgoole, Duncan, Farrington, James Graham, 


Grant, Griffin, Hamer, Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, [ol- | 


sey, Holt, Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter, Ingham, Joseph 
Johnson, Logan, Lyon, Mallory, James M. Mason, McKay, 
Abraham McClellan, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 


Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Parris, Petrikin, Rich- | 


ardson, Rives, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sheplor, 
Spencer, Stanly, Stone, Swearingen, Taylor, Turney, 
Sherrard Williams, Word, and Yeli—58. 

So the rule was suspended. 


Mr. ADAMS then made his statement, in the 
course of which he distinctly averred that, though 
he had so earnestly advocated the right of per- 
sons to petition for the abolition of ok in the 
District of Columbia, yet he was not himself 
prepared to grant their prayer. On the contrary, 
if the question were presented at once, he should 
vote against it. He Laver not what change might 
be wrought upon his mind by a full and fair dis- 
cussion; but as yet he had seen no reason to 
change his opinion, though he had read all that 
had been written and published on this subject 
by the Abolitionists themselves. Mr. A. then 


went at length into his reasons for offering the | 


resolutions of inquiry on the controversy between 
Messrs. Stevenson and O’Connell. 

Mr. A. having concluded his explanatory re- 
marks, at three o’clock proceeded to present to 
the House his numerous petitions praying for the 
abolition of slavery, for the repeal of the resolu- 
tions passed by the House on the 12th Decem- 
ber upon that subject, and also that the mover 
of the same receive a vote of censure for intro- 
ducing them into the House. Also, petitions 
praying for the recognition df the independence 
of Hayti, and against the admission into the 
Union of any new State tulerating slavery. Also, 
petitions praying for the establishing a congress 
of nations. 

Mr. A. having got through at four o’clock, 
tions and memorials were further presented by 

Messrs. CRANSTON and TILLINGHAST, 
of Rhode Island. 

Mr. PHELPS, of Connecticut. 

Messrs. HALL, ALLAN, and EVERETT, 
of Vermont. 


ti- | 


, Adamsand one hundred and ninety-nine others, for 


| theerection ofa bridge from Milton to South Hero, 


upon a sand-bar in Lake Champlain. Also, the 
petition of one hundred and eighteen inhabitants 


of Burlington, Vermont, against the admission of | 


any new Statewhose constitution tolerates slavery, 

and against the annexation of Texas to the Union. 

Also, the petition of one hundred and twelve cit- 

izens of Burlington, Vermont, for the recognition 

in the usual form and manner, and to enter into 
the customary international relations with the 

Republic of Hayti. Also, the petition of one hun- 

dred and thirteen inhabitants of Burlington, Vér- 

mont, for the abolition of slavery in the District 
of Columbia and Territory of Florida, and to pro- 
hibit the traffic of slaves between the States, Also, 
the petition of fifty freemen of Westford, Ver- 
mont, against new slave States and against the 
admission of Texas. Also, the petition of fifty 
freemen of Westford, Vermont, agai: st slavery 
and slave trade in the District of Columbia and 

‘Territories, and slave trade between the States. ] 

Mr. EVERETT presented joint resolutions of 

| the State of Vermont, passed unanimously by the 

Legislature of that State, praying the abolition of 

slavery, against the annexation of Texas to the 

Union, and praying for the rescinding the reso- 

lutions adopted by the House of Representatives 

on the 12:h December last upon the subject of 
abolition. 

The SPEAKER decided that these resolutions, 
under the rule, lie upon the table, and cited in- 
stances on record that similar resolutions of State 
Legislatures had, under a similar resolution of 
this House, been laid upon the table without being 
read, debated, or printed. 

Mr. EVERETT then took an appeal from the 
decision of the Chair. 

Mr. SLADE spoke sometime in opposition to 
the decision of the Speaker, and against the res- 
olutions taking the course indicated by the res- 
olutions adopted by the House on the 12th De- 
cember. 

Mr. PARKER inquired of the Chair, whether 
the appeal could be debated ? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that 
the appeal could be debated, if it be done without 
entering into the merits of the question of abolition. 

Mr. SLADE having finished his remarks, 

The SPEAKER further stated, in support of 
his decision. that, according to the parliamentary 
law, every member had the right to demand the 
reading of any matter or paper upon which he 
was compelled to vote; but this House had, by 
the resolution adopted, prejudged the matter. The 
resolutions passed by this session of Congress 
were almost identical in language to those adopted 
in 1835, by which joint resolutions of a State Le- 
gislature were laid on the table without being 
read, debated, or referred. r 

The question was then raised whether the joint 

resolutions, similar in character to those now pre- 
sented, fell within the same vortex with petitions 
from individuals. The Chair then decided that 
they did, and his decision was sustained by a large 
majority of the House. The resolution touching 
this matter, passed at the present session, reads as 
follows: 

“That every petition, memorial, resolution, proposition, or 
paper, touching or relating, in any way whatever, to slavery 
or the abolition thereof, shall, on the presentation thereof, 
without any further action thereon, be laid upon the table, 
without being debated, printed, or referred.” 

The Chair has no alternative left, under this 
resolution, and the construction heretofore given 
it by the House, than to give these joint resolu- 
tions the same direction as other propositions 
touching the same subject. 

Mr. BRONSON moved the previous question. 

Mr. PARRIS moved to lay the whole subject 
upon the table; and upon this motion, 

Mr. EVERETT demanded the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER divided the House; but no 
quorum voting, 

Mr. MORGAN moved that the House adjourn; 
which was decided in the negative. 

Mr. MORGAN moved a call of the House; 


' which motion was lost. 


Mr. HAYNES moved that the House adjourn; 
upon which motion, 
Mr. HARRISON demanded the yeas and nays; 


| which were not ordered. 
i 


The House then adjourned. 


i 
| 
| 








_ danuary 22, 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, January 22, 1839. 


The PRESIDENT communicated a report from 
the Navy Department, transmitting a Statement 
of contracts made by the Commissioner of th, 
Navy during the year 1838, prepared in obediene, 
_ to the act of 3d March, 1809, further to amend th 
several acts for the establishment of the Treasury 
War, and Navy Departments; which was laid 6, 
the table, and ordered to be printed, 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. LUMPKIN presented a memorial signed 
by the officers of the United States revenue cutie 
Jackson, praying Congress to extend the Navy 

| pension laws so as to include those employed jp 
the revenue service; which was referred ‘to the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of 
Charles J. Catlett, praying to be renumerated fo; 
property destroyed by the enemy during the late 
war; which was referred to the Committee op 
| Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Nancy 
Stephens; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. TIPTON presented a letter from the War 
| Department in relation to the improvement of the 
harbor of Michigan City; which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, introduced a petition, 
signed by over three hundred citizens of Cincip- 
nati, Ohio, asking Congress to aid, by a sub- 
scription to the stock of the Jeffersonville and 
New Albany Canal Company, in constructing a 
steamboat canal around the falls of the Ohio, on 
the Indiana side. 

Mr. S. said it would be recollected by the Sen- 
ate that he had introduced petitions at the last 
| Session, numerously signed, from different points 
on the Ohio, on this subject, and that no final 
-action had been had upon them. He said he 
hoped he need not advertise the committee and 

the Senate of the importance of this work to the 
| whole commerce of the Ohio; nor need he urge 
the matter upon the attention of the’ committee, 
He felt assured the importance of the measure 
| would recommend it to the early attention of the 
committee, 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mainé, presented the pe- 

tition of sundry owners of coasting vessels, pray- 
| ing foran appropriation for placing three buoys 
| on the coast between Nantucket and Chatham, 
in the State of Maine; which was referred to the 
, Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. BENTON presented the petition of Na- 
_than Ranney, surveyor of the port of St. Louis, 
| praying for an increase of compensation; which 
| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill to amend the act respecting 
the judiciary system of the United States; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill to alter the times of holding the October 
terms of the circuit court of the United States for 
the southern district of New York; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, made unfavorable reports on the petitions 
/of Abeshai Howell, John Grigsby, and Betsey 

Booth. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of John Bos- 
worth, Moses Sterling, the widow of Ebenezer 
Adams, and of Samuel Brown. . 
| Mr.M.also, fromthe same committee, to which 

| had been referred the bill for the relief of Dennis 
| Trammell, reported the same without amend: 
‘| ment, recommending its passage. 

| Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee 0” 
‘| Claims, reported a bill for'the relief of the legal 
| representatives of John J. Bulow; which was 

| read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr., TIPTON, from the same committee, ' 

| which had been referred the memorial and doct- 

ments of Joseph M, Hernandez, reported a bill 

| for his relief; which was read, and ordered to 
| second reading. 


| 
| 
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Mr. TIPTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to provide for payment of damages 
sustained by individuals in the wars with Indian 
tribes since 1830; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which had been referred the petition 
of John H. Mclatosh, made an unfavorable report 
hereon. 

; Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, from the 

Committee on Revolutionary Claims, made unfa- 

yorable reports on the memorial of the heirs of 

Colonel William Grayson, deceased, and the pe- 

tition of the executor of William Terrill. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr. NICHOLAS submitted the following res- 


olution; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before the Senate a statement of the contracts, prices, and 
expenditures of every nature, by the Ordnance Department, 


for the construction of cannon and howitzers of malleable | 


jron; the number, description, and relative weight of all the 
eannon and howitzers already made of that material for the 
department, and the cost thereof per pound, including all 
incidental expenses ; also, a like statement with reference 
to brass canno 1 and howitzers; also, a like statement with 
reference to wrought-iron cannon and howitzers ; also, a 
comparative statement of the cost, durability, and utility of 
eannon and howitzers made of cast iron, malleable iron, 
wrought iron, and brass, as applicable to field service, and 
also to fortifications. 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
qacsted to communicate to the Senate all correspondence, 


if any has been had since his last annual message, between 
this Government and the Government of Great Britain, re- 


specting the northeastern boundary, or the establishment of 


a convention for the settlement thereof. 
DUELING IN THF DISTRICT. 


On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill to prohibit 
the giving or accepting, within the District of Co- 
lumbia, of a challenge to fight a duel, and for the 
punishment thereof. 

After some remarks from Mr. PRENTISS, in 


explanation of the merits and objects of the bill, | 


Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, moved to strike out 
the fourth section, contending that it was uncon- 
stitutional. F 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, said that he en- 
tertained no difference of opinion now from that 
which he entertained at the last session on this 
section of the bill. It was said thenas now, that 
this provision in the bill was designed to punish 
an act perpetrated beyond the limits of the Dis- 
trict. Is itso? The object of the bill isnot only 
to prevent dueling in the District, but to prevent 
its perpetration elsewhere, when it is projected 
and originates in the District, and consummated 
beyond its limits, with a view of evading the law 
of Congress, which can extend no further than 
the limits of the District. ‘The law, in his view, 
would be wholly ineffectual, unless this provision 


of the bill should be retained. The law is de- | 
signed to operate and bear upon the criminal acts | 


of the inhabitants of the District. Is it, then, or 


may it be made, criminal in the people of the | 
District to conspire and combine together within | 


the District to commit a crime beyond the limits 
of it? If it is, there can be no doubt that Con- 
gress has the power to make a law to arrest the 


. progress of crime at any time after the first step 


is taken for the commission of it, and to punish 
every act which tends to its perpetration. If the 
— who intend to fight without the District, 

ave that understanding within it, and before 
they leave it, is not this understanding, then, how- 
ever it may have been brought about, the incip- 
lent step to the final consummation of the crime 
which is to be, and is, performed or consummated 


were to conspire together to commit murder, or 


any other crime, beyond the limits of the Dis- | 


trict, and in pursuance of this conspiracy, the 
murder was committed by a part only of the con- 
Spirators, while the others remained within the, 
District, taking no further part in the act than to 
consent to, and approve of, the crime thus per- 
petrated: could they not be punished for this of- 
fense against the laws of the Disirict, or is no act 
criminal except that which finishes the crime? 

es, sir, every step, every act, and every motion 


/ tending to the perpetration of the crime, is crim- 
inal, and the offender liable to punishment for it 
wherever these inchoate acts may have taken 
place. He was, therefore, in favor of retaining 
this provision in the bill, and, without it, he 
should consider the bill worse than useless. 

Mr. NORVELL was in favor of the motion to 
strike out. This was, he said, strictly a consti- 
tutional question; and he could not suppose that 
the authority of Lord Bacon, or any other old 
English lawyer, who lived one or two hundred 
years before the adoption of our Constitution, 
ought to have any weight upon it. Lord Bacon 
had been described by one of the old English 
poets as 

“ The wisest, brightest, meanest of mankind ;”” 


and in this point of view his moral character | 


would not have given him any great weight in 
his own day. But to cite him as authority on 
qvestions arising under the Constitution of the 
United States was a departure from that accu- 
racy which usually characterized the Senator 
from Vermont. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The case alluded to by the Sen- | 


ator from Connecticut to illustrate his position | 
on this bill showed that the section under consid- | 


eration was untenable. He asked if an act con- 
' ceived here, and consummated without the Dis- 
trict, could be constitutionally punished here— 


punished where. the act was not committed, but |; 


merely imagined? He certainly could not think 


that a majority of the Senate could entertain the || 


| opinion that this section was constitutional, when | 


|| it proposed the punishment of an offense ima- 


| where, under another jurisdiction. 
|| hardly suppose that the Senate could sanction 
the principle that Congress had any power to 


authorize the punishment of the crime of dueling || principles of international law. 


within the limits of Virginia or Maryland. 


Mr. TALLMADGE rose, at the request of the | 


author of the bill, |Mr. Prentiss,] to cite another 


| gined within the District, but consummated else- | 
He could | 


authority in its support, without going back to | 


Lord Bacon. The State of New York had, in 
1838, passed a bill similar to this; and though 


the constitutionality of it was questioned, both | 


branches of the Legislature passed it by large 
majorities. i 
Mr. PRENTISS denied that there was any at- 


. 7 : > , 
tempt in this bill fo punish an offense committed | 


without the District. It was an attempt to pun- 
ish that part of the offense only which was com- 
mitted here. It was competent for Congress to 
punish a conspiracy here to commit a theft or 
arson out of the District, and this was precisel 
such acase. He cited Lord Bacon as very hig 
authority. He did not wish to go into the char- 
acter of that distinguished jurist, but he would 
say that, on all legal questions, no higher author- 
ity could be cited. 

Mr. WALL said that the section aimed to 
punish, not the fighting of the duel, but the con- 
spiracy entered into for the purpose of evading 
the punishment intended for that offense. Can 

| any Senator doubt the existence of a power in 


property of persons in the neighborhood, or to 
excite slaves to escape from their masters, or to 
|| commit larceny in the adjoining States: would it 
not be competent (he would not say wise) for 


|| Congress to punish the persons engaged in such | 
| conspiracy? Can Congres® not punish a con- | 


1 COURT IN ALABAMA. 


! 

|| spiracy in the District te commit a crime without 
|| the District? The only difficulty arises from the 
] confounding of terms and the object of this sec- 


with the fighting of the duel itself. He thought 


| which to raise a doubt of the constitutional power 





|| intended to be punished, and to punish it as pro- 
|| vided in the section in question. 


| Mr. NILES contended that the bill was in- | 


tended not to punish an offense committed out of 
the Distfict, but to punish the eee? of the 
offense here. It was not to punish the offense 
out of the District, but the act connected with it, 
and which led to it. Whether it was just or 


i fi ing the conspiracy to fight a duel | ; 
tion—confounding y - | of Alabama, was read twice, and referred. 


of Congress to declare the criminality of the act | 


Congress to punish a conspiracy within the ten | 
miles square to do any unlawful act out of it? | 
He would ask gentlemen who raise the constitu- | 
tional doubt to suppose that a conspiracy was en- | 
tered into in this District to seduce away the | 


there was no necessity of reverting to ancient | 
beyond the limits? Most certainly it is. Sup- || authorities; it was merely a question of policy. | 


pose two or more persons, within the District, || He could not perceive the slightest ground on | 


i 
| 
j 
| 
} 
| 
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there was no doubt of the right of Congroas to 

punish such an offense. The act proposed to be 
punished was, as had been well observed by the 
Senator from New Jersey, a conspiracy or com- 
bination to do an unlawfulact. Now, was nota 
conspiracy te do an unlawful act, in itself a crime, 
and was it not competent for Congress to punish ? 
The act proposed to be punished is a crime—it is 
committed in our limits, and by persons subject 
to our jurisdiction. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, said it would be time 
enough to decide the question whether we can 
punish a conspiracy to commit an offense else- 
where, when that question was fairly presented 
to the Senate; but he denied that that question 
was then before them. Mr. C. read the section 
he objected to, and said that it was plain that the 
intention must not only be entertained here, but 
that the act must be consummated beyond the 
District. Now, it was not pretended that a con- 
spiracy, or agreement to commit an offense, was 
to be punished under this bill, but certain acts 
must be done elsewhere, before the punishment 
willapply. If we pass this law in its «present 
shape, an individual may be punished here for an 

offense for which he may -be punished by the 
courts of Virginia and Maryland. As regards 
the intimation of the Senator from New Jersey, 
{Mr. Watt,] whether a certain offense cited by 
him can be punished under an act of Congress, 
he would say that he had no doubt of it. If, by 
publications or any other means, there should be 
a seduction of the property belonging to individ. 
uals in the adjoining States, or if they should be 
excited to commit crime, then it would be within 
| the competency of Congress to punish it, either 
under the Constitution or in accordance with the 
He was not dis- 
posed to occupy the time of the Senate, and 
| would barely observe that this was presented at 
| the last session, when this objectionable sentence 
was stricken out. He hoped the same amend- 
ment would be made now. 

Mr. SOUTHARD. opposed the motion to strike 
out the fourth section, This section provides for 
the punishment of a conspiracy for the purpose 
_ of evading the penalties inflicted by the act. The 
| bill provides, in the first place, for the punish- 
ment of a crime, and then provides for the pun- 
isment ofacts intended to evade the provisions of 
| the law. The intention is to punish the previous 
arrangement or concert in the District te perpe- 
| trate the crime, which is afterwards consummated 
| without the limits of the District. He had no 
| doubt whatever of the power of Congress to pun- 
ish this conspiracy as it would a conspiracy to 
| perpetrate any other criminal act. Mr. 8S. con- 
| tended that the remainder of the bill was a dead 
letter, if this section was stricken out, on account 
of the great facilities that existed to evade it. He 
hoped, if we passed the bill at all, it would be 
passed with this provision retained in it. 

After some remarks from Mr. MORRIS, 

The question was taken on Mr. Cray’s motion, 
and it was rejected—yeas 11, nays 31; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Clay of Alabama, Cuth 
bert, King, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Roane, Spence, and 
White—1}. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Clay of Kentucky, Davis, 
Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, Knight, Linn, Lumpkin, McKean, 
Merrick, Morris, Mouton, Niles, Pierce, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, 
Southard, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, 
Wall, Williams of Maine, Wright, and Young—31. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading. 


| 


The bill from the House to reorganize the dis- 
trict court of the United States for the district 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 


On motion of Mr. WALL, the bill to abolish 
imprisonment for debt in certain cases, was taken 
up, and considered as in Committee of the Whole, 
| and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


BILLS PASSED. 


| The following bills were severally read the 
| third time, and passed; 

A bill for the relief of Loomis & Gay; 

A bill to prevent the counterfeiting of foreign 
_ gold, silver, and copper coins, and for the pun- 


| ishment thereof; 
| reasonable to do so was not the question; but |! 


A joint resolution providing for the purchase 





of the island at the eonfmence of the St. Peter’s | 


and Mississippi rivers; and 
A bill for the relief of Gad Humphreys. 


PIERRE MENARD. 


On motion of Mr. CRITTENDEN, the Senate 
took up the bill for the relief of Pierre Menard 
and others. 

Mr. KING, after some remarks, moved to 
strike out the provision for the payment of in- 
terest, 

On this question a debate ensued, in which 
Measrs. CRITTENDEN, PRESTON, NILES, 
CLAY of Kentucky, YOUNG, and ROBIN- 
SON, participated. 


ere ° . . | 
The motion to strike out was negatived, and 


the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


The Senate then went into the consideration of 


executive business; after which it adjourned. 
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buque, Iowa, land to aid in erecting public build- 


ings. 

Mr. BOULDIN, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, moved to set apart the 13th 
of February, to be assigned for the consideration 
of bills on the District of Columbia; which was 
agreed to by a vote of two thirds. 

Mr. BEIRNE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to incorporate the Washington City 
Benevolent Society. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to incorporate the Navy Yard Ben- 
eficial Society, in the city of Washington. 

Also, a bill to incorporate the Lafayette Bene- 
ficial Society, in the city of Washington. 

Mr. MARTIN, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, brought in again the bill to reorganize 
the district courts of the United States in the State 
of Alabama, with sundry amendments, which 
were all concurred in, and the bill was read the 
third time and passed. 

Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Private 


Sen 





Mr. CHILDS, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Lydia 
| Steele, William Kerr, John McLain, and Johny 
| W. Godbold. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the same commit. 
tee, made unfavorable reports on the petitions of 
George Rawlings, Benjamin Eaton, Amos Cooke 
|| Alexander Downing, heirs of David Bradish, and 
| the heirs of John Sprigg. 
| Mr. EWING, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Elizabeth 
| Gassaway. 
| Mr. MITCHELL, from the Committee on Ip- 
| valid Pensions, made unfavorable reports on the 
| petitions of Joseph Rose, James Smallwood, and 
| John Packham. 

Mr. HEROD, from the same committee, made 
unfavorable reports on the petitions of Leonard 
Joines, William Steele, John Hilberts, Johy 
Thompson, Oriss Call, and Jacob Headerich, 

Mr. PLUMER, from the same committee, 








i 
i 


| 


| 
| 


made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Mrs, 
Addison, widow of William A. Addison, William 
Wingfield, Thomas Flanagan, Nimrod Sparks, 
and Jobn Freger. 


Land Claims, reported a joint resolution author- 
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Tvespay, January 22, 1839. 


land warrant to Abraham Wright, of New York; | 





As soon as the Journal was read, _ 
Mr. HAYNES rose and renewed his request 


to be allowed to move that the House go into 


committee on the President’s message. 
Mr. HOWARD said he was sorry, but he was 
compelled to object. 


Mr. HAYNES then moved a suspension of the 
He would ask leave to move to discharge | 


rules. 
the committee, and bring the message into the 
House; but he wished to make some remarks 
himself in committee, and so did other gentle- 
men, and all he wanted was fair play. 


Mr. HOWARD said he should take the first | 
opportunity of testing the sense of the House, | 


whether it would act on the bill providing for the 
payment of French spoliations before 1800; and 


with that view he inquired of the Chair if Mr: 
Haywnes’s motion could be now amended or di- | 


vided ? 


The SPEAKER replied in the negative, but | 


added that if the rules were suspended, then the 
motion would be.susceptible of amendment. 
At the suggestion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 
Mr. HAYNES then varied his motion, by mov- 
ing to discharge the committee from the message. 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said he must object to that | 


motion. 


Mr. HAYNES said it seemed to bea very dif- | 


ficult matter to concur with the wishes of any 
gentleman; and, therefore, he renewed his original 
motion to go into committee. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


On his motion, Mr. HOPKINS was discharged | 
from further attendance on the select committee | 
on the memorial of Francis P. Blair, he being on | 


the committee on the New York defalcations. 

\ The resolution reported by Mr. Clowney, from 
the Committee on the Expenditures in the War 
Department, directing the Secretary of War to 
call upon Samuel Lewis for the repayment of $800 
paid to him for the services of his son, @ minor, 
was further postponed, on motion of Mr. Mc- 


KENNAN, on account of the absence of Mr. C., 


until Thursday next. 
PETITIONS. 


Petitions were, on leave, presented by Messrs. | 


CARTER, LEGARE, and SAWYER. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr.RUSSELL, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Ebenezer A. Les- 


ter. 
Mr.CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, from the same | 
committee, reported a bill for the reliefof Joseph | 


Jackson. 


Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pub- | 
lic Lands, reported, without amendment, the Sen- | 
ate bill authorizing the President of the United | 
States to cause the mineral lands of the several | 
States and Territories belonging to the United | 
States to be sold as other lands of the United | 


States. 


Also, with an amendment, the Senate bill for | 
the relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas who lost | 
their improvements in consequence of the Choc- | 


taw treaty. 


Mr. C, also reported a bill to grant to the | 
counties of Lee, Des Moines, Jackson, and Du- | 








which was ordered to a third reading. 
Mr. RARIDEN, from the same committee, 
reported, without amendment, Senate bill to con- 


firm the sale of certain reservations in Indiana; | 


and the bill was passed. 

Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported a bill to authorize the elec- 
tion or appointment of certain officers in the Ter- 
ritory of Iowa, and for other purposes. 


Also, a bill to amend the act establishing the | 


territorial government of Wisconsin. 


Mr. CHILDS, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of || 


Elijah Foshee. 

Mr. MENEFEE, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents, reported, with an amendment, Senate bill 
to renew the patent of Thomas Blanchard. The 
amendment was concurred in, and the bill ordered 
to a third reading. 


M:. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads | 
and Canals, reported a bill to authorize the con- |) 


struction ofa road from Dubuque, in the Territory 


of Lowa, to the northern part @f the State of Mis- || 


souri, and for other purposes. 

Also, with an amendment, the bill (which had 
been recommitted ) giving the assent of Congress 
to the act of the General Assembly of the State of 
Virginia, incorporating the Falmouth and Alex- 
andria Railroad Company. (The amendment pro- 
hibited the construction of the road in the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown till the survey or 
plan was approved by the corporate authorities 
of those cities,] ; 

The amendment was concurred in, and the bill 
ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of 
Claims, made unfavorable reports upon the peti- 
tions and memorials of William C. Miller, Ben- 
jamin Sayer, and T. D. Peurifeys; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHAMBERS, from the same committee, 
made favorable reports on the petitions of Abra- 
ham Forbes and Richard Brannin, and others. 

Mr. STUART, from the same committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Gilbert 
Howell. 

Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the same commit- 


tee, made an unfavorable report on the petition of | 


Henry Pierson. 

Mr. DE GRAFF, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, made an unfavorhkble report on the petition 
of David Griffin. 

Mr. CHEATHAM, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, made an unfavorable report 


on the petition of Marcus Spalding. 
Mr. 


tion of James White. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of George Baldwin; also, on the memorial of 
certain citizens of Wisconsin, praying Congress 
to furnish that Territory with arms. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made unfavorable reports on 
the petitions of Zalmon Burnett and Isaac Moss. 

r. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same 
committee, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of John Porter. 


| 
izing the Secretary of War to issue a duplicate | 
| 
| 
| 
RAHAM, from the Committee on Indian |, 


Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the peti- | 


Mr. ALLEN, from the same committee, made 
‘| an unfavorable report on the petition of Daniel 
|| Keifer. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill making 
| appropriations for certain repairs and improve- 
| ments in the public buildings and grounds, and 
|| for other purposes. 


RESOLUTLON. 
| Mr. EVERETT, on leave, submitted the fol- 


| 





'| lowing resolution; which lies over one day un- 
der the rule: 


|| Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
|| before this House copies of the instructions given for nego- 
|| tiating the treaties with the Pottawatomie Indians of the 
|| 20th, 26th, and 27th October, 1832; and of all the corre- 
1] spondence of or with the Departinent before and after those 
|| dates, relating to the negotiation of said treaties, or to the 
execusion before the ratification of the same; and also 
1 





| copies of all the bills of purchase of all goods, merchandise, 
|| and horses, delivered to said Indians or other persons, dur- 
|| ing the said negotiations, or at the time of signing said 
|| treaties, for any purpose, or subsequently delivered in exe- 
|| cution of the same; together with a statement of the ex- 
} pense of negotiating said treaties, with the names of the 
| persons to whom paid, and the sum paid to each. 


i] EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


|| The SPEAKER announced the orders of the 
day, and laid before the House the following ex- 
ecutive communications; which were appropri- 
ately referred: 


|} J. The following mesage from the President 
|| of the United States: 


Wasnineton, January 18, 1839. 
In addition to the information contained in a report from 
| the Secretary of State, communicated with my message of 
|| the 30th of April, 1838, I transmit to the House of Repre- 
sentatives a report from the Secretary of War, dated the 
|| 16th instant, in answer to a resolution of the House of the 
|| 19th of March last, and containing so much of the informa- 
tion called for by said resolution as could be furnished by 
|| his Department. M. VAN BUREN. 


|| On motion of Mr. HOWARD, it was.referred 
| to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

|| 2. Also, a comraunication from the Secretary 
\| of the Navy, in answer to a resolution of the 
\\House of the 14th instant, calling for seven hun- 
| 
| 
| 
| 











| 
| dred and fifty copies of the chart of Newark bay, 
/and of the sand-bars in the vieinity of said bay. 
3. Also, a communication from the Secretary 
_of War, in compliance with a resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 14th instant, 
| relative to the pee capture, and execution of 
certain reputed Indian refugees and murderers 
|| within the limits of one of the States. 
|| 4, Also, a communication from the Secretary 
of the Navy, transmitting a statement of the con- 
tracts made by the commissioners of the Navy 
| during the year 1838, prepared in compliance 
|| with an act of Congress. 
|, Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, 
|| read twice, and referred. 
| ‘The graduation bill being taken up, : 
Mr. CASEY moved to refer it to the Commit- 
| tee on Public Lands. 
|| Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
| to refer it to the select committee of twenty-six 
| on the public lands, and asked the yeas and nays; 
|| which were ordered. 
|| Mr. MENEFEE made a few remarks in favor 
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of sending the bill to the select committee 0 
twenty-six, as proposed by Mr. Wiiuiams. 
Mr. CASEY said he had not been able to hear 


all the remarks of the gentleman from Kentucky, | 
Mr. Meneree,] but from the whole tenor of the | 
Caen it was obvious that the object of the mo- | 


tion to refer this bill to the select committee was 


to defeat the passage of this bill at this session. | 
This was a measure of — interest to the new | 
ole western country. | 


States, and indeed to the w 
It was a subject that legitimately belonged to the 


Committee on Public Lands, one that had here- | 


tofore received the attention of that committee, 
and if it was the intention of the House to act on 


the subject at this session, it should go to that. 


committee. : 
As to the select committee raised on the special 


message of the Commissioner of the General | 


Land Office, in answer to the resolution of this 


House, in relation to the division of the public | 


jands among the old States of the Union, he 


thought, with all due deference to that committee, | 


that if they would attend to the arduous duties | 


devolving on them, they would have enough to 


do. He repeated, he was in favor of the bill, and | 


should therefore insist on his motion to refer it to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

The first motion was further advocated by 
Messrs. SHIELDS, HAYNES, PARKER, 
BOON, and MARTIN, and opposed by Messrs. 
MENEFEE, ROBERTSON, and WILLIAMS 
of North Carolina; when 


Mr. HOWARD demanded the previous ques- | 


tion, but withdrew it at the request of Mr. JOHN- 
SON, of Maryland, who, after a few words in 
behalf of the motion of Mr. WixutaMs, renewed 


it. 

The SPEAKER, in answer to Mr. Everett, 
stated that the main question would be on the 
engrossment of the bill; whereupon 
Mr. JOHNSON withdrew the demand for the 
previous question, and the question of reference 


was further debated in opposition to the first mo- 


tion by Mr. LINCOLN, and in support by 


Messrs. EWING, CUSHING, and SHIELDS. | 
Mr. MONTGOMERY was opposed to refer- || 
‘ing the bill to either committee, though, if it went | 


to either, it should be to that of twenty-six. He 
was also opposed to discussing the reference of a 


bill which, in his opinion, ought never to pass; | 
and, therefore, in order to test the question on its | 


passage, he moved to lay the bill on the table, 
and demanded the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 

Mr. BOON moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered, and proceeded in till one hundred 
and fifty-seven members had answered to their 
1ames; when the absentees were called, and sev- 
eral having answered, one hundred and seventy- 
one were founc to be present. 


Mr. MURRAY moved to dispense with the | 


further proceedings of the call; but the motion 
was disagreed to. 

The doors were then closed, and the absentees 
again called over, when excuses were rendered 
for several of the members. 


Mr. THOMPSON made another ineffectual mo- | 


tion to dispense with the call. 


Mr. T. then moved the enforcement of the bal- | 


ance of the 57th rule, to send special messengers 
for the absentees not excused, and take them into 
custody. 

Mr. CASEY notified the House that there were 
a number of members in attendance outside the 
Hall, and he moved that the doors be opened for 
their admission; which motion was lost. 

Mr. GRENNELL suggested that the Speaker 
send messengers to the absentees to request their 
attendance; but it was objected to. 

The question on executing the 57th rule was 
then decided in the negative—ayes 65, noes 69. 

ee SIBLEY then moved to dispense with the 
call. 

Mr. THOMPSON asked for the yeas and nays; 
but they were refused. 

The call was then dispensed with—ayes eighty, 
noes not counted. 

The doors were then opened, and a number of 
members came in. 

Mr. SAWYER moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, demanded the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. SAWYER withdrew his motion. 

* The question was then taken on laying the 


1} 


| asked leave to record his vote, he having left the 





| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
] 


| 





| 
| 
| 


i 
{ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


133 


affirmative—yeas 102, nays 97; as follows: 
YEAS —Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John | 


f | graduation bill on the table, and decided in the | charged from 


the further consideration thereof; 


| which motion was agreed to. 


W. Allen, Anderson, Aycrigg, Banks, Borden, Buchanan, |! 


William B. Calhoun, John Calboon, John Campbell, Cham 
bers, Childs, Coffin, Coles, Corwin, Cranston, Darlington, 
Davee, Davies, Deberry, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, | 
Fillmore, James Garland, Giddings, James Graham, Grant- 
land, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Harper, Hast- 
ings, Hawes, Hawkins, Henry, Hoffman, Hopkins, Robert 
M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, William C. John- 
son, Kennedy, Legare, Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, James | 
M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Maxwell, MeKennan, Mene- 
fee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, Montgomery, Matthias 
Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes,Ogie, Parris, Pearce, 
Peck, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Potter, Putnam, 
Reed, Rencher, Ridgway, Robertson, Robinson, Rumsey, 
Russell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Stanly, | 
Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, Titus, Toland, 
Underwood, John White, Lewis Williams, Worthington, 
and Yorke—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beers, 
Beirne, Bell, Bicknell. Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, 
Brodhead, Bronson, Cambreleng, Chaney, William B. 
Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, | 
Crabb, Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, De Graff, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Ewing, Farrington, | 
Fry, Gallup, Rice Garland, Goode, William Graham, Gray, | 
Hamer, Haynes, Herod, Howard, William H. Hunter, Ing- | 
ham, Thomas B. Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lead- 
better, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Martin, Maury, May, | 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abrahain McClellan, Miller, | 
Moore, Morgan, Murray, Noble, Parker, Phelps, Plumer, | 


Stone, Swearingen, Taylor, ‘Thomas, Towns, Turney, Vail, | 
Vanderveer, Webster, Albert 8. White, Whittiesey, Sher- | 
rard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Yell—97. | 

So the bill was laid on the table. 


Before the vote was announced, Mr. Worp 
Hall, and did not return in time; but it was ob- 
jected to. 

CUMBERLAND ROAD. 

The next bill taken up was the bill from the | 
Senate making appropriations forthe continuation | 
of the Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, In- | 
diana, and Illinois. 

Mr. COLES moved to lay this bill also on the 
table; on which motion, 

Mr. CASEY demanded the yeas and nays; but, 
before they were ordered, 

On motion of Mr. MALLORY, the House 

| 
| 


| adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 23, 1839. 
Mr. YOUNG presented resolutions of the Legis- | 
requesting their Representatives in Congress to | 


use their best exertions to procure the passage of 
a law making appropriations sufficient to put all 


} 
| lature of Illinois, instructing their Senators and ] 


the unsurveyed lands of the State under immedi- || 


ate contract; and, 
On motion of Mr. Y., the resolutions were laid 


on the table, and ordered to be printed. || 


On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the Committee 
on Pensions was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of William Warden. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 


| on Claims was discharged from the further con- 


sideration of the petition and papers of Marshall 
A. Mathias. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which had been referred the reso- 
lution directing an inquiry into the expediency of 
making compensation to Robert Kirkland for the 
destruction of his timber and stock, moved that 
the committee be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof; which motion was agreed to, 
and the petitioner had leave to withdraw his pe- 
tition and papers. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill providing compensation to certain Michigan 
volunteers, lately called into the service to pre- 
serve our neutral relations on the frontiers; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The reports of the Committee on Pensions, un- 
favorable to the petitions of John Bosworth, 
Siephen F. Hemenway, John Grigsby, and Bet- 
sey Rooth, were severally considered and con- 


+ curred in. 
Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Rariden, || 
Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, | 


1 
} 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice given, 
obtained leave and introduced a bill making grants 
of public lands to certain States for purposes of 
internal improvement; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of notice given, 
obtained leave, and introduced a bill in relation 
to certain railways in the State of Arkansas; 
which was read twice and referred: 


RESOLU‘''IONS. 
The following resolutions, submitted a few 


| days ago by Mr. Lunn, in relation to certain 
| banks of Wisconsin, were taken up: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to communicate to the Senate any information he may pos- 
fess in relation to the banks, or institutions exercising bank- 
ing privileges, in the Territory of Wisconsin; whether they 
are exercising such privileges in pursuance or in violation 
of the laws of the United States ; and whether their notes 


| are received in payment for the public lands. 


Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Levi || 
Folsom; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Pensions. 
Mr. NORVELL presented certain additional | 


Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be instructed 
to report a bill to disaffirm, disapprove, and render null and 
void any act of the Territorial Legislawure creating banking 
institutions in Wisconsin Territory, where charters have 
not been approved by Congress, or where the provisions of 
their charters, or the acts of Congress approving them, have 
been violated. 

Resolved, That the committee also report a bill to give 
jurisdiction to the courts of the Territories of the United 
States over all the banking institutions in said Territories, 
and to provide punishments for the violation of the act of 
Congress of the Ist July, 1836, or of any other act that has 
been, or may hereafter be, passed, approving bank charters. 


Mr. NORVELL had very strong doubts of the 
power of Congress to annul bank charters already 
approved. At all events, he thought the resolu- 
tion should be put in the shape of an inquiry. 

Mr. LINN said the resolutions were intended 


| as an inquiry. 


papers in support of the claim of General Nelson | 


Thompson; which were referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of William 
Tracy, a soldier of the late war; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented certain | 
papers in relation to a claim of Abel Pennington, 
accompanied by the following resolution; which | 
was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed | 


Mr. KING observed that the resolution direct- 
ed the committee to report a bill, &c., and he 
would suggest to his honorable friend to modify 
it so as to direct the committee to inquire into the 


| expediency of reporting a bill. 


Mr. LINN assented, and the resolution was 


| modified accordingly. 


Mr. ALLEN observed that the resolution in- 


cluded only one Territory. He would suggest to 
_ the Senator from Missouri to modify it so as to 


to inquire into the expediency of making payment to Abel i 


Pennington, for a horse employed in the service of the 
United States, which was killed by order of the command- | 
ing officer. | 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 

Mr. ROANE, from the Committee on the Dis- | 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate | 
the Washington Manual Labor School and Male | 
Orphan Asylum of the city of Washington, and | 
a bit to incorporate the Washington City Silk | 


Company; which were severally read, and or- || 


dered to a second reading. 
Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on the | 


i 


Post Office and Post Roads, to which was re- | 


ferred the petition of the Petersburgh Railroad I} 


| is, required to report 


include all the Territories. 

This modification was agreed to,and the reso- 
lution was adopted. 

Mr. WHITE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby 
is, required to report to the Senate the name of each indi- 
vidual, other than officers of the Army, who has received 
any appointment or agency, under the authority of the Uni- 
ted States, to aid in carrying into effect the provisions of 
the treaty with the Cherokee Indians, dated 29h Decem- 
ber, 1835, with the duty be was d'rected and expected to 
perform, and the sum promised or paid to each, and by 
whom .uch ap»ointments were made. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he hereby 
to the Senate what species of funds 
were furnished by the United States to their agents, to car- 
ry into effect the provisions of the treaty with the Cherokee 
Indians, dated 29th December, 1835, and if funds of differ- 
ent species have been furnished, state the amount of each, 


Company, moved that the committee be dis- || together with the time when sent, and to whom, and 
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whether any of such fands have been exchanged, and by 
whom, for funds less valuabic, and 4 premium received fur 
the difference of value, and whether such premiums have 
been accounted for to the Government. 

Resolved. Tiat the Secretary of War be, and he herchy 
is. required to report to the Senate We name of each indi- 
vidual whose improvements have been valued, under the 
provisions of the treaty with the Cherokees, dated 29th De- 
cember, 1835, and the sum to which each has been valued, 
together with the instructions given to the person making 
such valuation. 


_BHU.DONGE 


Mr. TALLMADGE submitted the following | 


resolutions; which were ordered to be printed and 
lie on the table: 


Resolved, That sound specie-paying banks ought to he 
selected, under suitabic regulations to be prescribed by law, 
for the safe- keeping of the public money. 

Resolved, ‘That the payment of the public revenue ought 
to be made in gold and silver, of in the notes of sound xpe- 
cie-paying banks, under suitable regulations to be prescribed 
by law. 

Resolved, That such payments of the public revenue 
from customs and from lands ought to be made, as far as 
practicable, by deposits in the selected banks to the credit of 
the Treasurer of the United States, and the certificates of 
deposit taken by the collectors and receivers as evidence 
of such payments. 

Resolved, That the selected banks, in consideration of 
such deposits, ought to perform, without charge, the same 
duties to the Government, in transferring the public funds 
and distributing the same in payment of the public credit- 
ors, as were performed by the late Bank of the United 
States. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read the 
third time and passed: 

A bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in cer- 
tain cases; 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Menard and 
others; and 

A bill to prohibit the giving or accepting a 
challenge to fighta duel in the District of Colum- 
bia, and for the punishment thereof. 


On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, the yeas and | 


nays were ordered on the passage of the last 


mentioned bill; and were—yeas 29, nays 7; as | 


follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Davis, Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, Knigit, Linn, 
Lumpkin, McKean, Morris, Mouton, Pierce, Prentiss, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 
of Indiana, Southard, Switt, Valimadge, Tipton, White, 
Williams of Maine, and Young—29. 

NAYS —Mesers. Brown, Clay of Alabama, King, Nicho- 
las, Preston, Roane, and Williams of Mississippi—7. 


LANDS IN TENNESSEE. 
On motion of Mr. FOSTER, the Senate took 


up the bill to amend the act entitled ** An act to || 


authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants 


and perfect titles to lands therein described,’ &c., | 


passed 18th April, 1806. 


Mr. FOSTER addressed the Senate at length | 


in explanation and support of the bill. 


Mr. BENTON rose to give his testimony in | 


faver of the statements which had been made 
by the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Foster,] 
who had so well opened this subject. It so. hap- 
pened that he (Mr. B.) was well acquainted with 
the whole subject matter of this bill, both with 
the legal question, as growing out of the compact 
of 1806, between the States of North Carolina, 
‘Tennessee, and the General Government, and 


also with the character of the land itself upon | 


which it would operate. Three years after the 
making of that compact, and precisely thirty 
years ago, he (Mr. B.) was a member of the Sen- 
ate of the State of Tennessee, with the respected 
father of the Senator who had just spoken; and 
in his capacity of a Senator in the Tennessee Le- 


} 


cislature, it became his duty, as far back as the | 


year 1809, to act upon this compact; and he then 
began the course with respect to settlers and oc- 


cupants which he had followed ever since; he then | 


Holston, who were settled on the part of the un- | 
granted lands which fell to the State of Tennes- | 


see, and it now becoming his duty again to act, 
in the Senate of the United States, on that part 
of the ungranted lands which were then reserved 
to the United States, he should follow the same 
course now which he did then, and continue to 
favor and to protect the settler. 


He (Mr. B.) was not only acquainted with the | became sufficiently acquainted with its merits, || tee on Commerce was discharged from the further 


compact of 1806, but it happened that he was well 
acquainted with the country which was reserved 
to the United States. He lived, when a citizen of 
Tennessee, not within the Congress reservation; 
but in the quarter of the State in which it lay, and 
practiced law within it. He had, besides, trav- 
eled all over it in different directions; and, while 


| 


it was in facta fine district of country, (though by 
no means the best in the State,) yet it had been 
so picked and culled by entries on land warrants, 
that what remained was nothing but the merest 
_ refuse, barely fit to make small farms for people 
in indigent circumstances, and which the Federal. 
Government ought to be ashamed to sell. 
| bill proposed to sell to the occupants, in tracts not 
/ exceeding two hundred acres each, at twelve and 


RAE CLO”. 


The | 


a half cenis per acre. Thatsum would, doubtless, | 


| seem to be a low price to many gentlemen on this 
floor; but he considered it too high for the Fed- 
eral Government to demand, and should have 
liked the bill better if it had abandoned these 
scraps of refuse land to the State and to the occu- 
pants. Individually, he should have liked the bill 
better in that way; but the Senators from the 
State who had the conduct of the bill had their 


reasons, and he knew they were good reasons, | 


He 


for proposing a sale instead of a cession. 


should, therefore, support the bill as it was; and | 


lest any Senator might suppose it would be better 
to strike out the twelve and a half cents, and leave 


the price blank, to be filled up by the General As- |; 


sembly of Tennessee, he would undertake to say 


that nothing could be gained, in the way of | 


money, by that operation; that it would be im- 
ossible to find men in the General Assembly of 


Tennessee who would value these scraps of land | 


as high as twelve and a half cents. He, there- 
fore, thought that to all those who chose to look 
to money from these lands, the sum fixed in the 


bill should be preferable to leaving it open to be | 
fixed by those who knew the real character of the | 


| lands. 
_ Mr. B. had deemed it proper, on account of his 
long acquaintance with the subject, to bear this 


|, public testimony in favor of the statements made | 
by the Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Foster.] | 


His statements did not require to be supported by | 
testimony; but, having lived in Tennessee, hav- | 


ing acted in a legislative capacity upon a branch 
| of this subject thirty years ago, and being well 
_acquainted with the character of the lands to be 
disposed of, he deemed it proper to give some- 


therefore had submitted to the Senate the state- 
ments which his personal knowledge enabled him 
to make. 

Mr. STRANGE had no idea that this bill 
would be taken up to-day, and he was not, there- 
fore, prepared for its consideration. 
seem that the State of North Carolina was some- 


occurred to him that some provision was neces- 


ests of the United States, as well as those of the 
State of North Carolina. 
| contained a provision to guard the State of North 
| Carolina against Joss, that the State of Tennéssee 
| should take up the outstanding North Carolina 


thing more than a naked vote for the bill, and | 


It would | 
what interested in it,and he should, therefore, be |! 
glad to have an opportunity of becoming better | 
acquainted with its details. In the mean time, it | 


sary in order more effectually to guard the inter- | 


For instance, the bill | 


| warrants, which was so far right; but there was | 
| also a provision in the latterend of this bill which | 


| in some way conflicted with this: to cede the lands | 
remaining after 1844, unconditionally, to the State | 


of Tennessee. Now, he wished the friends of the 
bill would consent to its postponement until to- 
morrow, to give him an opportunity of offering 
an amendment to meet this difficulty. 

Mr. FOSTER expressed himself perfectly will- 
, ing to agree to the postponement asked for. 


| W. expressed an anxious desire that the bill 
should pass this body in time to get through the 
other House at this session, and spoke of its im- 


nee to a portion of the people he represented. | 


Mr. WHITE thought the objection of the gen- 
| tleman was unfounded, and that he would find, | 
on a more careful examination, that the interests | 


_of North Carolina were amply provided for. Mr. | 
favored the settlers south of French Broad and || ye 





January 23, 


State shall provide for any outstanding North 
Carolina warrants, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, the bil] 
was postponed to, and made the special order of 
the day for, to morrow. 


DR. J. C. WHITE. 


On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the Senate 
took up the bill for the relief of Dr. John Camp- 
| bell White, of Baitimore. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, opposed the bill, 
/and hoped that its consideration might not be 
pressed at this time. 

Mr. BUCHANAN addressed the Senate in its 
support; and, 

After some further remarks from Mr. CLAY 
in opposition, and Mr. BUCHANAN in support, 
a was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
after which it adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 23, 1839. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, transmii- 
ting a statement of the accounts of Lewis Cass, 
as superintendent of Indian affairs; which was 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENRY asked leave to present a petition, 
but it was objected to. 


GRADUATION BILL. 


Mr. PETRIKIN rose and said he was about to 
make a motion, in the making of which, he wished 
it to be distinctly understood that he did it to 
give gentlemen an opportunity of doing them- 
selves justice, and of putting themselves straigit 
before the people. Nor, in making this motion, 
| was he to be considered as in any way pledged to 
vote for the bill on its final passage. Mr. P. then 
moved to reconsider the vote of yesterday, by 
which the graduation bill was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER said the motion would be en- 
tered, and would be the first thing in order after 
the morning business was disposed of. 

Mr. SNYDER moved that the bill be printed, 
which was agreed to. 
| Mr. PICKENS suggested that the motion of 
| Mr. Perrixin be disposed of at once; but 

TheSPEAKER reiterating what he said above, 
the question was not pressed. 

REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 


Mr. HAYNES then renewed his motion for 
the House to go into committee on the President’s 
message. 

Objection being made, Mr. H. moved a suspev- 
sion of the rules, and demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, suggested to 
the gentleman to modify his motion, so as to go 
into committee after they had got through the 
morning business. 

Mr. HAYNES withdrew his first motion, and 
moved another, for the House to go into commit- 
tee of the Whole at half past one o’clock, but it 
was rejected, 101 to 53—not two thirds. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee on 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
tition of William J. Owens, which was ordered 
to lic on the table and be printed; also an unfa- 
vorable report on the memorial of certain citizens 
of St. Augustine, Florida. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of New Hampshire, from 
the same committee, made an unfavorable report 


Te had no objection to making the bill the special |, on the petition of Richard Macall. 


| special order for that day, there would be no 


deciding it. He thought that when the Senate 


| order of the day for to-morrow. There so, oy | 
i 


Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the same com- 


ffi- ] mittee, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
culty in taking it up at one o’clock, and finally 


tion of B. M. Byrnes. 
| On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, the Commit- 


| there would not be the slightest difficulty in pass- '| consideration of the memorial of certain mer- 


| ing it. 


|| chants of New York, praying a drawback on 


i| r. STRANGE observed that he had prepared || coal, and it was referred to the Committee of the 


i 


_an amendment, in case the bill should be pressed 
| to-day, providing that when the cession of the 


remaining lands shall be made to the State of | 


Whole on the state of the Union, to which a bill 
on the same subject had been referred. 
Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the same com; 


Tennessee, after the Ist of January, 1844, that || mittee, madean unfavorable report on the petitivi 
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1839. 
of Lauvel Gourand de la Martinique, vice consul 
of France for the State of Rhode Island, for re- 
mission of duties. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, the Committee on 
Public Lands was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of George Kindly, 
Jabelee Posey, and Joel Whiteside, and the same 
was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Revo- 
jutionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report 
on the petition of Justis Rose. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same 
committee, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of John Wright. 











Mr. CHAMBERS, from the Committee of | 


Claims, reported a bill for the relief of certain 
officers of the Florida militia, 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, reported a vill for the relief of 
Samuel Hoffman. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Robert Miller and 
John Thompson. 

Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the Tus- 
carora nation of Indians. 

Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on the 
Territories, reported a bill to approve and confirm 
an act of the Legislative Council of the Territory 
of Wisconsin, and for other purposes. 

Also, a bill to authorize the people of Iowa to 
forma constitution, and to provide for the admis- 
sion of such State into the Union. 

Mr. MORGAN, from the Committee on Rev- 


olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief | 


of the executors of Robert McFarlane. 


Mr. FRY, from the same committee, reported | 


a bill granting a pension to Reuben Murray. 


Mr. SERGEANT, from the select committee | 


on steam engines, reported a bill supplementary | 
to the act entitled **An act to provide for the bet- | 


ter security of steamboats.”’ 


PETITIONS. 


Mr. SERGEANT, on leave, presented the pe- 
ution of Mrs. Bainbridge, widow of the late Com- 
modore Bainbridge. 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. 


CROCKETT and UNDERWOOD. 
BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, pursuant to 
notice, on leave brought in a bill to amend an act 
entitled **An act establishing certain courts, and 
abridging the jurisdiction of certain district courts 
of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio,’’ approved 
24th February, 1807; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


Mr. KENNEDY, on leave, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which, under the rule, lies 
over one day for consideration, the House refus- 
ing to entertain it now: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested 
to communicate to this House a list of the various articles 
of provisions, hospital stores, canvas, cordage, lumber, hay, 
coal, materials of iron, copper, leather, and ail other arti- 
cles not enumerated in contracts, purchased and procured 
ator for the various naval stations of Boston, New York, 
Baltimore, Norfolk, and Pensacola, during the year 1838 ; 
stating from whom the same were purchased, and the 
prices paid for each article. 


THOMAS BLANCHARD. 
On motion of Mr. MENEFEE, the bill to 


TH 


TT 


‘GRADUATION BILL. 


The House then took up the motion of Mr. 
Perrikin, to reconsider the vote of the House by 
which the ‘* bill to reduce and graduate the price 
of the public lands’’ was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland,a 
call of the House was ordered. 

The roll was called, and one hundred and 
eighty-four members answered to their names, 

The absentees were then called; and several 
having come in, two hundred and three members 
were announced as being present 

Mr. HAYNES moved to dispense with the 
further proceedings of the call. 

The motion was agreed to—ayes 85, noes 61. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. CASEY demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and resulted—yeas 
96, nays 102; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allan, Jolin W. Allen, Averiggz, 
Janks, Bell, Bond, Borden, Williain B. Calhoun, Joun Cal- 
hoon, John Campbell, Chambers, Childs, Clark, Clowney, 
Cotfin. Connor, Corwin, Cranston, Darlington, Davee, Da- 
vies, Deberry, Evans, Everett, Richard Fietcher, fsaac Fiet- 
cher, Fillmore, James Garland, James Graham, Grautland, 
Graves, Grennell, Gritliu, Haley, Hall, Harper, Hastings, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Denry, Hotfman, Robert M. 'T. Hunter, 


Jabez Jackson, William Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Legare, . 


Lincoln, Mallory, Marvin, James M. Mason, Sampsou Ma- 
son, Maxwell, McKennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mit- 
chell, Montgomery, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, 
Parmenter, Pearte, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Putnam, 
Reed. Rencher, Richardson, Ridgway, Robertson, Robin- 
son, Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, Au- 
gustine fl. Shepperd,Charles Shepard, Sibley, Slade, South- 
gate, Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Underwood, Jolin White, Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Worthington, and Yorke—96. 

NAYS—Messtrs. Alexander, Anderson, Andrews, Ather- 
ton, Beatty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, 


‘Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, Cambreleng, Wil- 


liam B. Campbell, Carter, Casey,Chaney, Chapman, Cheat- 
ham, Cleveland, Coles, Crabb, Crary, Cushing, Cushman, 
De Graff, Duncan, Dunn, Ewing, Fry, Rice Garland, Goode, 
William Graham, Grant, Gray, Hamer, Harrison, Haynes, 
lierod. Holsey, Holt, Howard, Ingham, ‘Thomas B. Jack- 
son, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, 
Lyon, Martin, Maury, May, McKay, Robert MeCielian, 
Abraham McClellan, Mier, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, 


| Murray. Noble, Parker, Parris, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, 


Prau, Joun H. Prentiss, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Rariden, 
Rives, Sheffer, Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, 
Stone, Swearingen, Taylor, Phomas,Titus, Voucey,Towns, 
Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Albert S. White, Sher- 
rard Williams, Jared W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, Word, and Yell—102. 


So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 


consider on the table. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider: and resulted in the negative—yeas 
98, nays 99; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, 
Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Boon, Bronson, 
Buchanan, Cambreleng, Wiliam B. Campbell, Carter, Ca- 
sey, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, Crabb, 
Crary, Crockett, Cushing, Cushman, Davee, De Graff, Dun- 
ean, Dunn, Edwards, Ewing, Fry, Gallup, Rice Garland, 
William Graham, Grant, Gray, Hamer, Llarrison, Haynes, 
Herod, Holsey, Holt, Howard, Ingham, Thomas B. Jack- 
son, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
Kemble, Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Lyon, 
Martin, Maury, May. McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham 


' McClellan, Miller, Morgan, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, 
| Noble, Parker, Parris, Petrikin, Phelps, Plumer, Sergeant 


S. Prentiss, John H. Prentiss, Rariden, Rives, Sheffer, 
Shields, Sheplor. Snyder, Spencer, Stuart, Stone, Swear- 
ingen, ‘Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Towns, Turney, 
Vail, Vanderveer, Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, Jared 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Word, and Yell—98. 
NAYS—Messrs Adams, Heman Allan, Join W. Allen, 


|| Ayerigg, Banks, Bell, Bond, Borden, William B. Cathoun, 


authorize a renewalof a patent to Thomas Blanch- 


ard was.taken up on its third reading. 
After some remarks from’ Messrs. FILL- 


Jobn Calhoon, John Campbell, Chambers, Childs, Clark, 
Clowney, Cofiin, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Cranston, Dar- 
lington, Davies, Deberry, Evans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, 


| Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, James Graham, Graves, Gren- 


MORE, MENEFEE, FLETCHER of Massa- | 
chusetts, HOWARD, and CALHOUN of Mas- | 


sachusetts, \ 
Mr. HOWARD moved that the bill be post- 
poned until Friday next, and be printed. 


_ Mr. MENEFEE demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. BOON moved to lay the bill‘on the table; | 


which was not agreed to. 
The previous question, was seconded. 


bill, 


Mr. MONTGOMERY asked for the yeas and | 


nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and resulted—yeas 
89, nays 72. 


The main question being on the passage of the | 


nell, Griffin, Haley, Hall, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Haw- 
kins, Henry, Hoffman, Robert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Wil- 
liam Cost Johnson, Kennedy, Legare, Lincoin, Mallory, 


| Marvin, James M. Mason, Sampson Mason, Maxwell, Me- 


Kennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitcheil, Montgom- 
ery, Matthias Morris, Caivary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, 


| Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Potts, Putnam, 
| Reed, Rencher, Richardson, Ridgway, Robertson, Robiuson, 
| Rumsey, Russell, Saltonstall, Sawyer, Sergeant, Augustine 


H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 


| Stanly, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 


! 
| 


land, Underwood, John White, Whittlesey, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Sherrard Williams, Worthington, and Yorke—99. 


So the House refused to reconsider. 
CUMBERLAND ROAD. 


The next was the bill from the Senate making 
appropriations for the corftinuation of the Cum- 
berland road in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 


E CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


135 


| Mr. Cores moved to lay it on the table; but the 


House adjourned without taking the question; 
which, now recurring, 

Mr. MALLORY demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. RARIDEN moved acall of the House; but 
it was refused. 

The motion to lay the billon the table was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 77, nays 105; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs.Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Bick- 


nell, Birdsall, Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Chapman, Cheatham, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, Connor, 


| Crabb, Cushman, Davies, Deberry, James Garland, Rice 
| Garland, James Graham, Griffin, Haley. Hawes, Hawkins, 


| Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Robert M. T. 


Hunter, Thomas B. 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kling 
ensmith, Legare, Lewis, Loomis, Lyon, Matiory, James M. 
Mason, Martin, Maury, McKay, Abraham MeCtetlan, Mont 
gomery, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Parker, Petri 


| kin, Pickens, Johu H. Prentiss, Sergeant 8. Prentiss, Ren- 


cher, Richardson, Rives, Robertson, Rumsev, Sawyer, Au 
gustine Hl. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Spencer, Stanly, 
Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Thompson, Toucey, Towns, 
Turney, Underwood, Weeks, Lewis Williams, Sherrard 
Williams, Jared W. Wiliams, and Word —77. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allan, John 
W. Allen, Aycrive. Beatty, Bell, Biddle, Bond, Boon, Bor 
den, Buchanan, William B. Calhoun, John Cathoon, Caser, 
Chambers, Chaney, Childs, Clark, Coffin,Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Cushing, Darlington, De Graff, Duncan, Dunn, 
Edwards, Evans, Ewing, Richard Fleteher, Fry, Gatiup, 
Giddings, Goode, William Graham, Grant, Grennell, Hall, 
Hamer, Harrison, Uarper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hotf 


| man, Howard, lugham, Jenifer, Henry Johnson, William 
| C. Johnson, Kennedy, Leadbetrer, Lincoln, Logan, Samp 


son Mason, May, Maxwell, McKennan, Menetee, Mercer, 
Milligan, Miller, Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Ogle, Parmenter, Pearce, Peck, Phelps, Plumer, 


| Pope, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, 
| Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Sheffer, Sheplor, Sibley, 


Suyder, Southgate, Swearingen, Taylor, Thomas, Tilling- 
hast, Titus, Toland, Vail, Webster, Albert 8. White, John 
White, Whittlesey, Joseph L. Williams, Worthington, Yell, 
and Yorke—105. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the ta- 
ble; and it was committed to a Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Sundry other bills from the Senate were taken 
up, read twice, and referred to their appropriate 
committees. 


DUELING IN THE DISTRICT. 


The bill to prohibit the giving or receiving a 
challenge to fight a duet in the District of Colum- 
bia, and for the punishment thereof, was read 
twice, committed to a Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and ordered to be 
printed, on motion of Mr. ADAMS. 


REPRESENTATIVES OF T. GLASCOCK. 
The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 


| tives of Thomas Glascock, deceased, was read the 
| third time and passed. 


RELIEF OF MAIL CONTRACTORS. 
The bill for the relief of James Walker, John 


Gibson, and James Carruthers, (mail contract- 
ors,) was discussed for some time by Messrs. 
GARLAND of Louisiana, CONNOR, HAMER, 
RENCHER, CHAPMAN, and JOHNSON of 


| Maryland, when the latter gentleman moved to 

| lay it on the table, but the House refused; and 

| the discussion was continued for some time longer 

| by Messrs. UNDERWOOD, REED, THOMP- 
SON, and EVERETT. 


Mr. CASEY said that there were several! of his 


_ constituents similarly situated as the contractors 


for whose benefit this bill had been introduced; 
that they had been ruined by their contracts with 
the Government; and that some of them have had 
their contracts annulled. He would, therefore, 


| move to recommit the bill, with instructions so 
to amend the same as to include all cases, and 


put them all upon an equal footing. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to lay 
the bill and instructions upon the table; which 
the House refused to do by a vote of 72 to 35; 
but no quorum having voted, 

On motion of Mr. MARTIN, the House ad- 
journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 24, 1839. 
Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of 


| William A. Whitehead, in mole to the petition 


of Thomas Jefferson Smith and others, in rela- 


| tion to a port of entry at Indian Key; which was 


Illinois, taken up yesterday on its reference, when i! 


referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. KNIGHT presented the memorial of Caleb 
Williams, praying that a law may be passed to 









license two iron steamboats building in Europe; 


| service, as well as with reference to other bra 
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which was referred to the Committee on Com- |) of the public interest: It was a fact, that no Amer- 
| ican chart of the lakes existed; no thorough sur- 
Mr. WRIGHT presented some documents in || vey of those inland seas had ever been authorized 


| 


support of the claim of Captain Charles C. Tup- | or made by this Government. We were indebted 


merce, 


per, of the United States marine corps; which 


|| to British charts for all the knowledge we 


O8- 


were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. || sessed on the subject, except that derived from 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, presented the || personal observation. 


It was difficult to obtain 


petition of David Bump, asking for a pension; || any of these British charts in thiscountry. With 


which was referred to the Committee on Pen- | 
sions. 





Daniet. Wessten, elected by the Legislature of 

Massachusetts a Senator from that State, to serve | 
fér six years from the 4th of March next; which 

were read. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for the 
relief of the heirs of Colonel John H. Stone, 
deceased; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 


i 


a view to the naval operations which a war would 


render necessary upon the lakes, as well as in re- 
Mr. DAVIS presented the credentials of Hon. |) 


lation to their commerce and navigation, the sur- 
vey so anxiously desired was all-important. Im- 


pressed with the necessity of the measure, the 


committee had again instructed him to report the 
same resolution, without any alteration. As he 
hoped and believed that no debate would arise 
upon the resolution, he very respectfully moved 


, that the previous orders of the day be postponed 


‘and that the joint resolution, authorizing the || 


|| President of the United States to cause certain 
| surveys to be made, be now taken up. 


Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on Rev- | 


olutionary Claims, to which had been referred 


the petition of the heirs of John Treville, de- | 


ceased, reported a bill for their relief; which was | 


read, and ordered to a second reading. 

The report of the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
unfavorable to the petition of William Smith, was 
considered and concurred in. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. KING, in pursuance of notice given, ob- 
tained leave, and introduced a bill for the relief 
of William H. Robertson, Samuel H. Garrow, 


and A. W. Symington; which was read twice, | 


and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked leave to introduce a bill to abolish the duty 
on salt,and to repeal the fishing bounties and al- 
lowances dependant upon the same. 

Mr. B. addressed the Senate at. length in ex- 
planation and support of the bill; after which, at 
the request of Mr. Davis, it was laid on the table 
ull to-morrow, 


TREATY WITH MIAMI INDIANS. 


Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, said he rose to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to regulate the price of 
lands acquired by the treaty with the Miami In- 
dians of the 6th of November, 1838, which was 
ratified on yesterday. The bill fixed the mini- 
mum price of these lands at $2 50 per acre. 

Mr. 8. said his position in relation to this bill 
might require a single word of explanation, not 
so far as the Senate was concerned, as the whole 
matter was fresh in the recollection of Senators. 
But the State might desire to know why it was 
that he had purposed to fix the minimum of these 


| 
| 


| 


| The resolution was agreed to, and the joint res- 
| olution considered, and ordered to a third read- 
ing. 

PROCEEDS OF PUBLIC LANDS. 
| _Mr. BENTON submitted the following resolu- 
| tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report tothe Senate whether any, and if any, how much, 
would have been the deficit in the Treasury, if an act enti- 
| tled ** An act to appropriate for a limited time the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands of the United States, and 
for granting land to certain States,’? which passed both 
Houses of Congress, had received the approbation of the 
a and been acted upon up to the Ist day of Janu- 
ary, 

Mr. BENTON observed that his reason for 
offering this resolution was apparent. A resolu- 
tion had passed the Senate calling upon the Sec- 
retary for information as to the amount that would 
have been distributed to each of the States of this 





|| Union under the distribution land bill, which was 


vetoed by President Jackson, had that bill become 
alaw. An answer to that resolution had been 
received, by which it appeared that the sum that 


|| would have been distributed was $57,500,000. 


| Now, he wished also to ascertain what now woul 
| be the deficit in the Treasury had that distribu- 


|| tion taken place. 
| Mr. NORVELL rose to avail himself of the 


| Opportunity presented by the motion of the Sen- | 


which the Commissioner of the General Land 


1 ator from Missouri to correct a mistake into 


| 


lands at a higher price than the usual price of the | 


public lands. He wished merely to satisfy that 
quiey) by saying that these lands were pur- 
chased of the Miami Indians, by the treaty that 
was ratified on yesterday, at a price that would 
require, to remunerate the Government, the price 
fixed by the bill. The lands lie on the public 
works of the State, and the high price given was 
fully justified by the value of the lands. The 


price being the great objection to the purchase, | 


in the minds of many Senators, he felt disposed, 
upon a consultation with his colleague, to remove 


that objection by introducing a bill that would | 


remunerate the Government for the purchase. 
He had promised the Senate to do so, and he now 
rose to comply with that promise. 

The bill was then read twice, by general con- 
sent, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


SURVEY OF THE LAKES. 
Mr. NORVELL said, that at the last session 


a joint resolution was reported by the Committee | 


on Commerce, and passed by the Senate without 
a dissentient voice, authorizing the President of 
the United States to cause a surve 
western lakes to be made. 


Office had fallen, in the table which he had fur- |) 


_nished of the proceeds of the sales of the public 


lands, which were proposed to be distributed | 
/ among the several States by the bill of the Sena- | 


| tor from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray,] which received 
the veto of President Jackson in 1833. The Com- 
missioner had stated that certain sums under the 
twelve and a half per cent. proposed for the new 
| States in that bill, and certain specified sums 
under the general distribution proposed in it, 
would have fallen to the lot of Michigan and Ark- 
ansas. Ifhe remembered rightly, nota cent would 
have been received under that bill by either Mich- 
igan or Arkansas. They were at that period Ter- 
/ritories of the United States. No participation 
was allowed to them in that bill. It depended 
_upon the subsequent pleasure of Congress, upon 
| the passage of another law, whether Michigan or 
Arkansas would each have received any portion 


| of the moneys which were to be distributed, if 


of the north- 
He held in his hands | 


| that bill had become a law. He had felt it to be 
_ his duty to make this statement for the informa- 
| tion of his constituents at home. 

| The resolution was then laid on the table till 
_ to-morrow. 

DR. J. C. WHITE. 


| 

| The bill for the relief of Dr. John Campbell 
| White, of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, 
|| was read the third time and passed. 

HEIRS OF T. GLASCOCK. 

The bill from the House for the relief of the 





letters from the Secretary of War, and the chief || heirs of Thomas Glascock, deceased, was read 


of the topographical bureau, recognizing the im- 
boone of the contemplated survey; and they 
ad intimated in a different way, and under cir- 


cumstances to which he could not, at this time, || 


specifically allude, the scientific gentlemen had 


been sought for, and their abilities brought into 
requisition, with a view to this very interesting 





| twice and referred. 


| LANDS IN TENNESSEE. 

| The bill toamend the act toauthorize the State 
of Tennessee to issue grants and perfect titles to 
the lands therein described, &c., was taken up as 








| the order of the day; and, after some remarks 





J anuary 24, 


ashes | from Mr. FOSTER, was ordered to be engrossed 


' for a third reading—yeas 34, nays 3; as follows. 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay of Ala. 
bama, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Foster, 

Fulton, Hubbard, Lumpkin, Lyon, King, MeKean, Mo,’ 

ris, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Pierce , Rives, Roane 

Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Smith of Connecticut, Smith 

of Indiana, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, White 

Williams of Mississippi, and Young—34. ’ 

NAYS —Messrs. Brown, Strange, and Williams o; 
Maine—3. . 
The following bills were severally read the sec. 
ond time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
| reading: 

The bill for the relief of the sureties of William 
B. Ferguson; 

The bill supplementary to the act entitled ««4) 
}act to establish branch Mints of the United 
| States,’’ approved March 3, 1835; 

The bill for the relief of Peter Bargy; and 
The bill for the relief of Henry Wilson. 

| After the consideration of executive business 
_ the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, January 24, 1839. 
Petitions were, on leave, presented by Messrs, 


|PARMENTER, STONE, HENRY, BRON. 
SON, WORD, RARIDEN, SERGEANT, PUT. 
NAM, and TOUCEY. 

[Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of Sarah 
Popkin, for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, 
| petition of Joseph D. Annable and others, for a 
| duty on foreign starch; which was referred to the 
| Committee on Manufactures. 
| Mr. Bronson presented the petition of Samuei 
| Cook and one hundred and ten others, citizens of 
|| Jefferson county, New York, praying for the im- 
|| provement of the harbor at the mouth of Big 
|| Sandy creek, Jefferson county, New York; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 
|| Also, the petition of Daniel Read and thirty-three 
|| others, citizens of Jefferson county, New York, 
|| for an appropriation to improve the harbor at 
| Little Sodus Bay, on Lake Ontario, New York; 
|, which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
|; merce. 

Mr. Sroner presented the petition of Jesse Ep- 
|| person, a citizen of Bradley county, Tennessee, 
| praying compensation for-a horse stolen from 
/ him by the Cherokee Indians; which was referred 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. Henry presented the petition of a number 
of citizens of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a national armory for 
the manufacturing of small-arms, at the falls of 
| Beaver river, in said county; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. ] 

Mr. MITCHELL moved a suspension of the 
| rule, to call for petitions generally, but subse- 
|, quently withdrew it. 
|| _ Petitions were, on leave, further presented by 
| Messrs. C. H. WILLIAMS and PETRIKIN. 
| [Mr. Pernixin presented the petition of Anna 
|, Maria Domback, widow of a revolutionary sol- 
| dier, for a pension. Also, the petition of Colonel 
|| John H. Schenck, a revolutionary soldier, for 
| increase of pension. Also, additional documents 
| to substantiate the claim of Jacob Boston fora 
|| pension; which were referred to the Committee 
| on Invalid Pensions. 
| Mr. HAYNES presented certain joint resolu- 
| tions of the Legislature of Georgia, in relation to 
| the establishment of sundry post routes. 
|| Mr. CHAPMAN presented the memorial of 
|| the Legislature of Alabama, asking thatthe lands 
| within that State, lately acquired from the Cher- 
|| okees, may be surveyed at an early period; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 
|| Also, the memorial of certain citizens of Benton 

county, Alabama, who lost their improvements 
| by the location of Indian reservations, asking that 
| they be allowed to enter other lands in lieu there- 

of; which was referred to the Committee of the 

Whole House, to which the bill on that subject 

has been committed. Also, the petition of many 

citizens of Benton and Cherokee counties, Ala- 
bama, praying that the Territory lately acquired 
from the Cherokee Indians may be attached to 
the Coosa land district, the register of that district 
to act for the whole district when united, and she 
land office from Mardisville, removed.to Ladiga; 
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z Sb er a | 
which was referred to the same committee to | 
which was referred the petition praying the es- | 
tablishment of a new land office in the Cherokee 
country. : , : 

The unfinished business of this morning was 
the report by Mr. CLowner, from the Committee 
on the Expenditures of the War Department, the 

yestion being on the adoption of the following 
resolution, with which the report concludes: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War he.directed to re- | 
quire from Samuel Lewis the repayment of the sum of $800 | 
iioproperly allowed to him for the services of his son Ed- | 
ward (a minor) as clerk in the Pension Bureau from July, 
1318, to July, 1819, together with interest from the day he 
received the same ; and upon the refusal or neglect of the 
eqid Samuel Lewis to refund the said sum of money with 
interest, that the Attorney General of the United States be, 
and is hereby, instructed forthwith to institute proper legal 
proceedings for the recovery of the same. 


Mr. CLOWNEY addressed the House at length | 
to show that this money had beem improperly | 


aid. | 
f Mr. McKAY stated the facts in support of the | 
claim, and cited letters of Messrs. Cass, Boyd, 
and Edwards. Mr. McK. admitted, however, | 
that had he been in Mr. Poinsett’s place, he | 
should not have ordered the payment of this | 
money, though he was decidedly of opinion that 
Lewis had an equitable claim. 

Mr. McKENNAN was opposed to the resolu- | 
tion, because it would involve a an expense; 
but he insisted that the Secretary of War had no 
right to have paid this money out of the contin- | 
gent fund of the Army, and his doing so merited | 
the severest condemnation of the House. 

Mr. BOON opposed the resolution; but said he 
would not go back to inquire whether a previous 
contract had been made. All he wanted to know 
was, whether the services had been performed, 
of which there was abundant evidence, and he | 
could not, therefore, vote for the resolution. 

Mr. MARVIN supported the resolution as the 
only mode by which a fraud could be reached. 

Mr. McKAY said it had been the practice since 
the formation of the Government, when extra | 
foree was required, for the Departments to em- 
ploy temporary clerks, and pay them out of the | 
contingent fund. ; 

Mr. EVERETT said it was time this objec- | 
tionable practice was puta stop to, and, therefore, | 
he moved to recommit the report, with the fol- 
lowing instructions: 

To ascertain and report the cases in which money has 
been paid under the direction of the War Department, out | 
of the contingent fund, to every officer of the Government, | 
jor arrearages of salary or compensation for his services. 

Mr. ADAMS sustained the allowance; but the 
hour having expired, his remarks were arrested, | 
and the subject lies over. 


eee essen SSS On 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry | 


executive communications: 

1, From the Secretary of War, being a report | 
of the number of clerks and extra clerks em- 
ployed in that Department. 

2. From the same, together with a communi- 
cation from the Se¢retary of the Treasury, reports | 
of the Third Auditor and the Commissioner of 
Pensions, relative to the third section of the act 
of July 5, 1832, for liquidating and paying certain 
claims of the State of Virginia. 

3. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a report from the First Comptroller and | 
Auditor, whether the standing committees of | 
Congress are recognized by the accounting offi- | 
cers of the Department as a proper foundation to | 
allow claims against the United States, 
_4, Feom the Secretary of the Navy, transmit- | 
ting, for the use of the members of the House, 
two hundred and seventy-five copies of the Naval | 
Register for the year 1839, 


| 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT. | 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, by leave, stated that 
the Committee of Ways and Means wished to 
make a report, — at large the views of 
that committee in regard to the state of the 
finances generally; wi said that the committee 
had come to the concltsion, that, should Con- 
gress authorize the.usual amount of new appro- 
priations, and the three miAions proposed for for- 
Ufications, harbors, &c., it would necessary 
to provide five or six millions for the Treasury, 
in addition to all the resources.and receipts exist- | 


ing or contemplated. 
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The report: having been then made, was or- | 


dered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. HAYNES moved for the printing of ‘ten 
thousand extra copies of the report. 

Mr. SERGEANT opposed this motion, and 
was proceeding to give his reasons, whea he 
yielded to the suggestion that, unless by general 
consent, that motion must lie over for one day. 
It lies over accordingly. . 

On motion of Mr. EVANS, the House pro- 
ceeded to the orders of the day. 

Several executive communications were re- 
ceived and referred. 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House then 
went into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Apams in the chair.) 

Mr. HOWARD moved to take up the bill for 
the liquidation of claims of American citizens for 
spoliations by France prior to the treaty of 1801. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said the gentleman from 
Maryland had better read the report of the com- 
mittee which had just been made, before he 
pressed a bill which would require the appropri- 
ation for four or five million dollars. 

Mr. HOWARD said that he had often endeav- 
ored to get up this bill, and if the gentleman had 
not obstructed it, he might have had an oppor- 


tunity of altering his report so as to cover the ne- | 


cessary amount. 

After further conversation between Messrs, 
HAYNES, McKENNAN, PICKENS, HOW- 
ARD, and CASEY, as to the order of business, 
the question was taken on Mr. Howarp’s mo- 
tion, and negatived. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the committee 
then took up the resolutions offered by Mr. H. 


for referring the several subjects in the President’s | 


message to their appropriate committees. 

After further conversation between Messrs. 
EVERETT, HAYNES, CAMBRELENG, 
HOWARD, CUSHING, and GIDDINGS, as to 
order, 

The resolutions moved by Mr. Haynes were 
read in succession, and the following were agreed 
to: 


1. Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as 
refers to the political relations of the United States with 
foreign nations, be comniitted to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

2. Resolved, That so much of suid message as relates to 
the commerce of the United States with foreign nations, 
be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

3. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the finances, to the collection, safe-keeping, and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue, and the punishment of public 
defaulters, be committed to the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 


4. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to | 


the public lands be referred tothe Committee on the Public 
Lands. 


The fifth resolution was then read, as follows: | 


5. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates 
to Indian affairs, except what concerns the defense of the 
frontiers against Indian hostilities, and the protection of the 
Indians against the intrusions of the citizens of the United 
States, be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. EVERETT went into a general review of 
the course pursued by the Government of the 
United States in conducting our Indian relations, 
with a view to show that the position of the mes- 
sage on that subject was contradicted by facts. 
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The following resolution having been read: 
ll. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the establishment of a national foundery for caunon, to be 


| common to the service of the Army and Navy of the United 
| States, be referred to a select committee, to report by bill 


or otherwise. 

The question was put, and it was rejected, (as 
unnecessary, a report having been made by a 
select committee on that subject.) 

The following resolution was then read: 


12. Resolved, That so much of said message as re!ates to 
the questions arising out of the mandamus issued by tie 


| circuit court of the District of Columbia, ai the relation of 
| Stockton and Stokes, against the Postmaster General, be 


{| referred to the Commutee on the Judiciary. 


On this resolution a debate of considerable 
length ensued, in which 

Mr. EVERETT went into a history of the 
case, and a review of the decision of the court. 

Mr. HOWARD replied, and advocated the res- 
olution, 

Mr. MASON, of Ohio, went, at considerable 


length, into a commentary of the case, and the 
| effect of the court’s decision of it, in which he 
| eulogized the court, and remarked with severity 


on the course of the executive officers in the case. 
Mr. CRARY replied. He spoke in vindication 
of the late President, and argued to defend the 
language of the message in relation to the * anti- 
republican tendencies of associated wealth.’’ In 
the course of his remarks he replied to several 
ositions taken by Mr. Bett, in aspeech in which 
he reviewed the message of the President, Hav- 
ing proceeded some time, he yielded to a motion 
that the committee rise; which motion prevailing, 
the committee rose and reported those resolutions 
which had been agreed to by the committee. 
The House concurred in the resolutions re- 


| ported, and then adjourned, $ 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, January 25, 1839. 
he PRESIDENT submitted a communication 
from the Secretary of the Navy, transmitting 
sixty copies of the Navy Register for 1839; which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial pray- 
ing for an appropriation for the improvement of 
the harbor of Milwaukee; which was referred to 


| the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. W. also presented a memorial froin officers 
of the line of the Army, praying for an equaliza- 


| tion of their pay with the officers of the staff; 


When he had concluded his remarks, the ques- | 


tion was taken, and the resolution agreed to. 
The following resolutions were then agreed to: 


6. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the defense of the frontiers against Indtan hostilities, and the 
protection of the Indian tribes from the intrusions of citi- 
zens of the United States; so much thereof as relates to the 
establishment of a manufactory of small-arms west of the 
Alleghany mountains, and to a manufactory of gunpowder; 
together with so much as relates to the report of the Sec- 
retary of War, and the public interests intrusted to the 
War Department, except the subjects embraced in the inn- 
mediately preceding, resolution, be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

7. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 


which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a memorial from 
citizens of the northern portion of the State of 
Illinois, praying for the creation of an additional 
land district; which was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of the 
heirs of Joseph Robideaux; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, presented a memo- 
rial of citizens of Philadelphia, praying Congress 
to take measures for acongress of nations; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented a memorial 
of the Legislature of Alabama, asking for an 
amendment to the preémption law passed at the 
last session of Congress; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. BENTON presented an extract from the 
message of Governor Call to the Legislative Coun- 
cil of the Territory of Florida, relating to the war 


_ with the Seminoles; which was laid on the table, 


the militia of the United States be referred to the Commit- 


tee on the Militia. 

8. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the report of the Secretary of the Navy, and the interests in- 
trusted to the Navy Departinent, be committed to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

9. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the report of the Postmaster General, and the condition and 
operations of the Post Office Department, be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message as relates to 
the District of Columbia, be committed.to. the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 


and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. B. gave notice that on Monday he would 
call up for consideration the bill providing for the 
armed occupation of the Territory of Florida. 

Mr. RIVES presented a memorial from offi- 
cers of the revenue service, praying that the 
benefits of the Navy pension law may be ex- 
tended to them; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. R, also presented a petition from citizens 
of Alum Spring, Rockbridge county, for a mail 
route; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the petition of 
Jesse Cline; which was referred to the Corjmit- 
tee on Pensions. 
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which had been referred the memorial 
of citizens of the parish of Concordia, in the 
State of Louisiana, reported a bill to transfer to 
the inhabitants of the parish of Concordia the 
interest of the United States to certain tracts of 
land; which was read, and ordered to a second 


reading. 
Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, from the Com- || 


mittee on Revolutionary Claims, to which had 
been referred the petition of Colonel F. H. Weis- 
senfels, asked to f 

consideration thereof ; which was agreed to. 


| 


Mr. NILES, from the Committee on Foreign | 


Relations, to which had been referred the memo- 


rial of William A. Slacum, for compensation for | 


services, reported a bill for his relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill granting a portion of 
the public eke. for the purposes therein ex- 
pressed, to the Mississippi and Rock River Canal 
Company; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Mississippi, from the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, to which 
had been referred the joint resolution from the 
House for the relief of the heirs of Charles Brown, 
reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which the subject had been referred, re- 
ported a bill to quiet the titles of bona fide pur- 
chasers under Spanish grants, permits, and orders 
of survey; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. . 

Mr. W. als$, from the same committee, asked 
to be discharged from the further consideration 
of the presentment of the grand jury of the dis- 
trict court of South Carolina, in favor of an in- 
crease of compensation to the officers of said court; 
and the memorial of the executors of James Rody; 
which was agreed to. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 


and Canals, to which had been referred a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, in relation 
to the improvement of the harbor of Michigan 
City, made a report thereon, accompanied by the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the plan of the works for the improve- 
ment of the harbor at Michigan City shall be such as may 
be approved by the Secretary of War. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Claims, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of James Radcliff; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. RIVES, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, to which was referred the bill for the relief || 
of Irvine Shubrick, reported the same without | 


amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred the inquiry 
into the expediency of making appropriations for 
the continuation of the Cumberland road to the 
Mississippi river, reported the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 


cause an estimate to be made of the sums that will be ne- || 
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| || morial of cen Spooner, praying for an ap- 


' propriation by Congress for the improvement of 

| the Maumee river, aslzed to be discharged from 

| the further consideration of the same; which was 
agreed to. 


Mr. T., from the same committee, asked to be | 


| discharged from the further consideration of the 
| memorial of Edward B. Tippet; which was agreed 
to. 
Mr. T., from the same committee, asked to be 
| discharged from the further consideration of the 
| memorial of M. Allen, for the improvement of the 


disct d fi the further || navigation of the Ohio river, and that it be re- 
@ discharged from the further '' ferred to the Committee on Commerce; which was 


| agreed to. 
Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
_ciary, reported a bill for the reorganization of the 


courts of the United States in the district of Ala- || 


| bama; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, after some remarks 
/on the necessity of the speedy passage of this 
| bill, asked that it should be ordered to be en- 


| grossed for a third reading; which was agreed to, 


. 


| 


j 


and the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 


Mr. KING, from the Committee on Commerce, | 
to which had been referred the memorial of the | 


Plum Island Bridge and Turnpike Company, 
praying compensation for a bridge destroyed by 
the erection of a breakwater by the Government, 
reported a bill for its relief; which was read, and 
ordered to a second reading. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. YOUNG submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required to re- 
port to the Senate whether or not Fort Armstrong, on Rock 
Island, in the State of Illinois, has been abandoned as a 
| nilitary post by the troops of the United States ; and if so, 
| what disposition has been made of the fortifications and 
public buildings of that place ; whether any order has been 
| issued from the War Department to remove from the oecu- 
| pancy of the said island any of the citizens of Iilinois ; and 
| if so, under what circumstances the same was issued. 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and accompanying papers of | 


| William Whitehead, relative to making Indian Key a port 
| of entry, be printed. 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were severally read a third 
| time, and passed: 
| ‘The bill for the relief of William H. Robert- 
| son, Samuel H. Garrow, and J. W. Simonton; 
| The bill for the relief of William B. Ferguson 
| and sureties; 

The bill supplementary to the act entitled “*An 
act to establish branches of the Mint of the Uni- 


'| ted States,’’ approved March 3, 1835; 


| and perfect titles to certain lands therein described, | 


cessary to complete the construction of the Cumberland | 
road through the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, to | 


the Mississippi river, and of the additional amount that will || 


be required to extend the same to the city of Jeffersdn, in 
the State of Missouri; designating the cost of the same in 


each State, respectively, and the aggregate sum that will |: 


be necessary to cover the whole expense; showing, as far 
as practicable, the separate cost of locating and grading 
said road in each State, for the construction of bridges and 
macadamizing the same, with the relative amounts that 
will probably be expended in the original construction of 
said work, and in making necessary repairs during the prog- 
resa of the same, and belore its completion, for the purpose 
of enabling the Senate to judge whether it will not be ad- 
visable, both as it regards the interest of the United States 
and the several States more immediately interested in the 
construction of said road, to make an appropriation suffi- 
cient to complete the same, payable in annual installments 
to the several States respectively, within the limits of which 
the unfinished parts ofsaid road are situate ; upon the con- 
dition that the said States will agree to accept and apply the 


money thus appropriated to the objects intended, and there- | 
after discharge the United States from any further appro- || 
priations ; and upon the further condition that the suid 

States shall have authority, and it shall be their duty, to | 


keep the same in good repair after its completion, and shall 
allow the arms and munitions of war of the General Gov- 
ernment to pass toll-free; and that he report said estimate, 
when made, at the next session of Congress. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which had been referred the me- 


The bill to amend an act entitled ‘* An act to 
authorize the State of Tennessee to issue grants 


and to settle the claims to the vacant and unap- 
_ propriated lands within the same,’’ passed April 
18, 1836; 
| The bill for the relief of Henry Wilson, con- 
firming purchases of certain land in Arkansas; 
The bill for the relief of Peter Bargy, jr.; and 
The joint resolution authorizing the President 
of the United States to cause certain surveys to 
be made. 


PUBLIC DEPOSITS. 


On the motion of Mr. WRIGHT, the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and the mes- 
| sage from the President of the United States, in 
answer to the resolutions submitted by Mr. Rives, 
in relation to the transactions between the Gov- 
ernment and the United States Bank in negotia- 
_ ting the sale of the bonds of the bank, &c., were 
|| taken up for consideration. 
|| Mr. WRIGHT addressed the Senate at length 
| in defense of the course of the officers of the Gov- 
|| ernment in the transaction; and was replied to 
‘| by Mr. Rives. Pending the discussion, 

The Senate adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivay, January 25, 1839. 


| The House then resumed the unfinished busi- 
| ness of yesterday morning, being the case ofSam- 
| uel Lewis, the question being on the motion to 
|| recommit, with instructions, by Mr. Everett, as 
| stated in another column. 

‘| Mr. ADAMS concluded his remarks, and was 





January 25, 


| followed in rhet by Mr. MORRIS of Ohio; when 
| on motion of Mr. POPE, the whole subject was 
_ laid on the table. 
i} REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DARLINGTON, from the Committee of 
| Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Charles 
| Bennett. 
| Mr. CUSHMAN, from the Committee on 
|| Commerce, moved to recommit the light-hous. 
|| bill to the Committee on Commerce; which mo. 
|| tion was opposed by Messrs. CHAMBERS and 
| ADAMS, and supported by the mover and Mr. 
| CAMBRELENG, when it was agreed to—ayes 
| 82, noes 57. 
|| Mr. CASEY, from the Committee on the Pub. 
| lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Menz 
| Gillespie, late a soldier in the Army of the United 
|, States. 
| Mr. LOOMIS, from the same committee, re. 
' ported a bill granting to the Portage Canal Com- 
| pany aid in the construction of their canal, 
| Mr. STUART, from the Committee of Claims, 
‘made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
| Elias Walton. 
Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same committee, 

made unfavorable reports on the petition of Wil. 
| liam Patrick and Thomas Kelley. 
|| Mr. LOOMIS, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Isaac Morrow and others. 

On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
| from the further consideration of the resolution of 
| the House, proposing to modify the law regulating 
|| postage, so as to authorize all public newspapers 
|| to be carried free of postage within the limits of the 
|| counties where printed; also, the resolution pro- 
| posing to abolish postage on newspapers and 
|| periodicals; also, the resolution proposing to con- 
|| form the rates of postage to the recommendations 
\| of the Postmaster General; also, the: resolution 
|| proposing to restrict the franking privilege. 
| Mr. C. also, from the same committee, made 
/an unfavorable report on the petition of Joel 
| Beaman. ' 
| Mr. LEADBETTER, from the same commit- 
+ tee, made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
| John S. Burnett. 
|| On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, the Committee 
| on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
|| from the further consideration of the memorial of 
| John Norris, of Pennsylvania, and the petitioner 
|, had leave to withdraw his papers. 
| Mr. BANKS, from the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
tion of Francis Rivaud. 

Mr. EVERETT, from the same committee, 
made an unfavorable report on the petition of 
| John McClenahan. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, from the Com- 
| mittee on the Judiciary, reported a bill to restore 
| jurisdiction to the district courts of the northern 
| district of New York, and to regulate said courts. 
| Mr. CRAIG, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
| the legal representatives of William Hawes, de- 
| ceased. 
| Mr. McKAY, from the Committee on Military 
| Affairs, reported a bill making appropriations for 
| the defense of the northern and western frontier. 
1 Also, a joint resolution making it the duty of 
| the Attorney General of the United States to ex- 
| amine into the titles of land purchased by the 
| United States for the purpose of erecting thereon 
armories and other public works, and for other 
| purposes; which was read twice, and its further 
| consideration postponed till Tuesday next. 
Also, a bill to amend the act of 94 July, 1838, 
| to provide for the better protection of the western 
|| frontier, &c., and also so much of the Army ap- 
| propriation bill as provides for the removal of the 
| troops from Fort Gibson, &c.; which, having 
been read twice, Mr. McK. moved its engross- 
| ment, butafter some remarks from Mr. MERCER 
_and Mr. YELL, the hour elapsed before the 
| motion was decided, and the House passed to the 
orders of the day. / 
Mr. PICKENS, on leave, from the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 





' 





Colonel Robert D. Wainwright. 
| EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
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‘of the Navy, 


ication from the Secretar 
a resolution of 


in compliance wit 


munite~. “ 
ragsimitting, r : 
a House of the 14th instant, copies of proceed- | 
a of two courts-martial, ordered on certain 


ges brought by Commodore Elliott against 


rieutenant C. D. Hunter, upon which the latter 
was acquitted ; 


iyre Elliott. 
; ve INCOLN, on leave, presented to the 


House @ communication from Commodore El- || 


jot, explanatory of the circumstances upon 
ynich Lieatenant Hunter founds his complaints 
inst him; which communication, in connec- 
| .y with that of the Secretary, was ordered to 
.» on the table and be printed. 


AMENDMENT OF THE RULES. 


Mr. CHAMBERS moved that the House go | 


jito committee on the Private Calendar. 
After some conversation, 
Mr. THOMAS (the rules having been sus- 
nded for that purpose) moved the adoption of 


the following amendment to the rules, submitted | 


by him some time since: 

Resolved, That the rules of the House be amended by 
aiding to the 2th rule the words following : 

And on the first and third Friday of eacl: month the Cal- 
endar of private bills shall be called over, and the bills, to 
he passage of Which nO objection shall be made, shall be 
frst considered and disposed: of—private bills from the 
senate having a preference over private bills of the House. 


Mr. T. now modified his resolution, so as to 
read: “ the first and fourth Fridays.”’ 

Mr. EVANS briefly opposed it. 

Mr. TOUCEY demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


resolution was agreed to. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 
' The House then went into committee (Mr. 
McKernan in the chair) ona large number of 
private bills. Those giving rise to debate were 
id aside, not to be reported. 
The committee reported to the House numer- 


ous bills, without amendment; which were sev- || 


erally ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturpay, January 26, 1839. 
Mr. GRANT, Mr. KEIM, and Mr. DOWN- 


ING, on leave, presented petitions. 
(Mr, Kem presented the petition of John Van- 


derslice, son of Henry Vanderslice, asking pay- | 


ment of acertificate from Quartermaster Gebesal: 
for forage supplied to the American Army in 
1780, by his father; which, on motion, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr, Grant presented the petition of Edmund 
Curtisand eight hundred others, citizens of the 


county of Oswego, New York, praying Congress | 


to repeal or essentially modify the bill passed at 
the last session, known as the neutrality law; 


which, on his motion, was referred to the Com- | tin. ; 
, | Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manu- |) 
|| factures, reported an amendment to the ‘* bill im- || 


mittee on Foreign Affairs. ] 
Mr. BOULDIN, on leave, presented certain 
resolutions of the corporate authorities of the city 


of Washington; which, on his motion, were re- | 


ferred to the Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BRONSON, from the Committee on the | 


‘erritories, reported a bill to provide for the erec- 
re of public buildings in the Territory of Flor- 
ida, 

Also, a resolution proposing to set apart Mon- 
day and Tuesday, the 11th and 12th days of Feb- 
tuary, for the consideration of territorial business, 
and bills relating to the Territories, and that they 


have preference over all other business on those 
ays, 


Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to insert the | 


words ** on Monday, after the States have been 

called for resolutions;’? which was agreed to. 
The resolution was then concurred it—ayes 

‘, hoes not counted. 

Mr. FRY, from the Committee on Revolution- 


“ry Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of 
“ne Wright. 

Mr, ND, from the same committee, reported 
2 bill for the relief of James B. Wright. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 


THE 


—j 


together with copies of charges || 
aeferred by Lieutenant Hunter against Commo- |) 





two per cent. fund. 
Also, with a similar amendment, Senate bill to 


'| relinquish to the State of Mississippi her two per | 


|} cent. fund. 

Mr. FILLMORE, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making appropriations for im- 
|| proving the Alleghany river from the mouth of 
|| Olean. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the Committee on the 
Public Buildings and Grounds, reported a bill to 


| provide for the erection of a fire-proof building || 


| for the use of the Department of War, and sun- 


| dry documents from the Secretary of War, in || 


|| relation to the estimated cust thereof; which were 
| ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the joint committee of the 
two Houses on the Smithsonian bequest, moved 
‘| that certain documents in relation thereto be 
|| printed. 


On Cee. 


and Canals, reported, with an amendment, Sen- \ 
ate bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama the | 


|| NAN, HAYNES, 
| ENS, BIDDLE, and CRAIG, when the hour 


| Mr. A. also reported a joint resolution author- | 


|| izing the employment of a clerk, and to have 
| such papers printed as they deemed necessary. 


} 


(| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Tennessee, from the 


| Committee of Claims, reported a bill extending | 


'| the provisions of the amendatory act of October || 


|| 14, 1837, providing for the payment of horses 
‘lost or destroyed in the service of the United 
| States, and moved its engrossment; but, after 

|| some conversation, it was committed to the Com- 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


Mr. COLES, from the Committee on Military | 


|| Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the peti- 
| tion of Joel Henry Dyer. 

Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Revolu- 

| tionary Pensions, made an unfavorable report on 

| the petition of Elizabeth Jones. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, from the same | 


committee, made an unfavorable report on the 
| petition of Ellen West. 
Mr. MORGAN, from the same committee, 


| made an unfavorable report on the petition of ;| 


| William Meade. 


| Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
| tition of Charles Scott. 


_ of Claims, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Moses E. Levy. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the Committee 
|; on Commerce, made unfavorable reports upon the 
| a of John H. Russell, Levi Eldridge, and 
|| Nathan Smith. 
| On motion of Mr. CONNOR, the Committee 
|| on the Post Office and Post Roads was discharged 
'| from the further consideration of the resolution of 
|| the House proposing to inquire into the expedi- 
/ ency of so regulating the postage as to receive 
'| money of the United States, and dispense with 
|| fractional parts of cents. 

‘| Also, on motion of Mr. C., the same commit- 
'| tee was discharged from the further consideration 
|| of the petitions of John Sargent and Samuel Mar- 


|, posing a duty on starch;”’ which was referred to 
the same Committee of the Whole as,had charge 
|| of the bill. 


| STATE OF THE FINANCES. 
The SPEAKER announced the unfinished 


the Committee of Ways and Means, on the state 
of the Treasury. 


| Mr. McKENNAN moved to postpone the | 


| question till Tuesday next, on account of the ab- 
i| sence of Mr. Serceant, (that gentleman being 


| entitled to the floor,) who was engaged this morn- | 


|| ing in the Supreme Court. 
Mr. ADAMS remarked that this was a very 
| important document, and he saw no reason why 


it should be delayed being printed and placed be- | 


, fore the people. 

Mr. McKENNAN again explained as before. 
| Mr. HAYNES seid tee recognized no rght in 
|, any one to absent himself from that House, un- 
| less from unavoidable illness. He considered the 
| public interest paramount to everything else. 
|  Mr.GRANT then demanded the previous ques- 


)) tion. 
» 


| 
| 
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Mr. MITCHELL moved the reading of the 
report; which was lost. 

Mr. POTTS moved a call! of the House; which 
was lost. 

The House refused to second the demand for 
| the previous question—ayes 71, noes 73; and the 
| question of postponement until Tuesday was dis- 

cussed further by Messrs. NAYLOR, McKEN- 
TILLINGHAST, PICK- 


elapsed, and the subject lies over. 

Sundry bills from the Senate were taken up, 
read twice, and referred to the appropriate stand- 
ing committees, 

LANDS IN TENNESSEE. 

The Tennessee land bill, from the Senate, being 
taken up and read twice, 

Mr. SHIELDS moved to postpone its consid- 
eration till ‘Tuesday next. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved 
to refer it to the select committee of twenty-six 
on the public lands. 

The former motion having precedence, was 
put, and agreed to, and the bill ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. YELL, on leave, submitted an amendment 
he intended to submit to the bill when it came 
up, and it was ordered to be printed. 


* 


PETERS, MOORE, AND COMPANY. 


The bill for the relief of Peters, Moore, & Co. 
and others came up on the motion to lay it on the 
table. 

This motion was now negatived, and 

Mr. CASEY moved to recommit the bill to the 
| Post Office Committee, with instructions so to 
| amend it as to cover all similar cases. 

Mr. CONNOR solicited Mr. Casey to with- 


| draw his amendment; whereupon 


Mr. PLUMER, from the Committee on Invalid |! 


Mr. CASEY said he could not withdraw his 
proposition to recommit to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, with instructions. 
| The claim proposed to be settled by this bill was, 
for anything he knew, a justclaim, and, as such, 
| he had no objection; but his only wish was to 


|| have the bill so amended as to embrace the cases 


' Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the Committee | 


| earnest request of 


business of the morning hour to be the motion of |, 
|| Mr. Haynes to print ten thousand extra copies || 
of the report made by Mr. CamBreene, from | 


of some of his constituents, who, as he under- 
stood, had been ruined by their contracts with the 
Post Office Department, and whose just claims 
that Department had refused to allow. He re- 
peated, he only wished all just claims treated 
alike, If they were just, they should be allowed, 
if not, let them be rejected. 
The motion being divided, after some discussion 
| between Messrs. CASEY, CONNOR, HALL, 
CHAPMAN, and McKENNAN, 
Mr. CHAMBERS, in order to reach other 
_ claims, made a motion he said he had never made 
in a legislative body before, namely, demanding 
| the previous question; but he withdrew it at the 


Mr. POTTER, who addressed the House in 
support of the bill for a short time, and then 
renewed Mr. Cuampers’s motion; which was 
agreed to. 

The previous question was then seconded, 
| there being, on a division—ayes 76, noes 52; and 
| the main question on the passage of the bill was 

ordered. 

Mr. HOWARD said, that desiring to record 

his name against the bill, though he believed the 
_ claimants entitled to relief, he objected to the 
mode. He would, therefore, ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 62, nays 89. 

So the bill was rejected. 

Mr. CHAMBERS immediately moved a vote 
| of reconsideration, for the purpose of giving its 
| friends an opportunity of moving to recommit it; 
which motion was briefly discussed by Messrs. 
| HOWARD and CONNOR; when 
| Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the previous ques- 
tion; which prevailed. 

The rejection was reconsidered, and the bill 
|, was recommitted to the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads. 


HEIRS OF GEORGE GIBSON. 


| The bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
| tives of Colonel George Gibson, deceased, on its 
|, passage, was taken up, and opposed by Mr. 
1, ALLEN, of Vermont. 
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On motion of Mr. UNDERWOOD, the bill 


was laid on the table. 
HEIRS OF T. P. HARRISON. 


The bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
P. Harrison, came up on a motion to reconsider || 
its rejection on the 15th of June. 

After some remarks from Messrs. HALL and 
TALIAFERRO, 

Mr. PETRLIKIN moved the previous question; 
but withdrew it at the suggestion of {| 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, who further spoke in | 
support of the claim, and concluded by moving | 
the previous question, which was seconded, and 
the question being upon reconsidering, it was de- 
termined in the negative. 

So the rejection of the bill was again affirmed. 


JOSIAH STRONG AND SAMUEL REDDICK. 


The bill for the relief of Josiah Strong and 
Samuel Reddick, being upon its passage, 

Mr. TAYLOR stated that Samuel Reddick, 
since the bill was reported, had died, and asked | 
leave so to amend the bill as to make it read for 
the benefit of Josiah Strong @hly. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, 


it was laid upon the table. 
JAMES BAILEY. 


The bill for the relief of James Bailey was taken 
up on its passage, when it was advocated by 
Bheabes. W HITTLESEY and MALLORY,when 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to lay 
this bill also on the table, but withdrew it, at the || 
request of Mr. WHITTLESEY; but no quorum 
voting upon several divisions and counts, 

Mr. POPE moved a call of the House; which || 
was ordered, and proceeded in till one hundred | 
and thirty-two members had answered to their 
names, when it was dispensed with, and Mr. | 
WHITTLESEY withdrawing his motion, 1) 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, renewed that | 
before made by him, to lay the bill on the table, 
and it prevailed—ayes 62, noes 60. 

So the bill was laid on the table. 

At a subsequent stage, Mr. PARRIS moved to 
reconsider this vote. 
Mr. WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, moved to lay 
this motion on the table; which was agreed to— | 
ayes 70, noes 53. 

GABRIEL WRIGHT. 

The joint resolution for the relief of Gabriel || 
Wright, of New York, was read the third time 
and passed. 


' 
| 
| 


BILLS PASSED. 


The following bills were read the third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of James Moor; | 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Saf- | 
ford, of New Hampshire, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal rep- | 
resentatives of the late Robert Farmer, deceased; || 

A bill for the relief of William Moor; 

A bill for the relief of Farish Carter and heirs | 
of Charles Williamson, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Etienne La Lande, of 
Alabama; 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Kingsbury ; 

A bill for the relief of Henry L. Reviere; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Daniel Warner, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Amelia Leach: 

A bill for the relief of Oliver Welch; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of Francis Jar- | 
vis, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Us-se- Yoholo; 

A bill for the relief of Milly Yates; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of | 
Henry Richardson, deceased ; 

A bill for the relief of Spencer C. Gist; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Hewitt; i| 

A bill to allow additional compensation to Wil- | 
liam Easby; 

A bill for the relief of Huldah Taylor; 
sane for the relief of John B. Lasala, of New || 

ork; | 

A bill for the relief of Charlelain Porevert; 

A bill for the relief of James W. Osborn, of | 
Baltimore; 

A bill for the relief of Lewis B. Willis, for- 
merly acting deputy surveyor of Mississippi; 

A bill for the relief of William W. Stevenson 
and Joseph Henderson; \ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


|| son Greer; 


| others; 


| Bigham; 


| William Tudor, jr.; 


| of Peter Alba, deceased; 


| Duchuquette, Hebet, and others; 





January %, 


A bill for the relief of John Davlin; . bill for the relief of Samuel McComh- 
A bill for the relief of Robert Murray; A bill for the relief of the Louisville s. 
A bill for the relief of Tilford Taylor; | Institution; 

A bill for the relief of John Wiley and Jeffer- || A bill for the relief of Ezekiel Jones; 
| A bill for the relief of Samuel Dickerson. 

| A bill for the relief of William Clark; 

|| A bill for the relief of Zebulon Baxter; 

|| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Mary Sroys,. 
| 


| 
i 
| Savings 


A bill for the relief of Jonathan Boone; 
A bill for the relief of William Marbury; 
A bill for the relief of Stephen Marsters; 
A bill for the relief of Willis Stevens and wife; || 
A bill for the relief of Thomas T. Triplett; | 
} 
| 


A bill for the relief of John Whitsett; 
j 


A bill for the relief of the heirs of John p 
son; 
A bill for the relief of Loomis and Bassett: 
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
|| of Adam Smith; 
'| A bill for the relief of George Rowe; 
| A bill for the relief of George C. Johnson; 
| A bill for the relief of John Baldridge; 
A bill for the relief of Corneliys Tiers; 
| A bill for the relief of the heirs of Benney 
A bill for the relief of Frederick Frey & Co.; || Shurley; 
A bill for the relief of James M. Tuttle; A bill for the relief of John H. Shepperd, ad. 
A bill for the relief of John Dixon; |! ministrator of Abiel Wood; 
A bill for the relief of Polly Lemon; | A bill for the relief of William Colt and Wy). 
A bill for the relief of Henry Stoker, William || liam Donaldson; 
G. Belknap, and Benjamin Walker; A bill for the relief of the heirs of Michgo! 
A bill for the relief of William Washington |) Fenwick; 
|| A bill for the relief of John Randolph Clay, 
A bill for the relief of Aaron Stout; A bill for the relief of Abel A. Pasko ‘ang 
A bill for the relief of James Cooper; '| others; 
A bill for the relief of John Borey; || A bill for the relief of Francis Mallary; 
A bill for the relief of William C. Hazard; | A bill for the relief of Solomon Sturges, as. 
A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Navy |, signee of Rezin Frazier; 
to purchase a tract of land of the heirs of John || A bill for.the relief of Captain John Vanettin, 


aw- 


A bill to authorize the settlement of the ac- 
counts of Captain Jesse Copeland; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Lynch; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Pease; 

A bill for the relief of Gilbert H. Smith and |, 


| Harris, navy-yard, Charlestown, Massachusetts; || and his company, for their services during the 


A bill for the relief of Dudley Walker; || late war; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Hambleton,a |! A bill for the relief of James Alexander; 
purser in the Navy of the United States; (| <A bill for the relief of Joseph R. Folsom, and 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of | the owners and crew of the schooner Galaxy, of 
3enjamin Hodges; || Beaufort, Maine; 

A bill for the relief of Cornelius Manning; | A bill for the relief of James Selby; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of || A bill for the relief of Dr. Francis Lambert; 

i| <A bill for the relief of John E. Alexander; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel H. Hooe; 
A bill for the relief of Enoch Matson; 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of 


A bill for the relief of Thomas Todd; | 
A bill for the relief of Thomas H. Perkins; || 
A bill for the relief of John Kern and John D. |! 


|| George; | Aaron Vail; 


A bill for the relief of John MeCarroll, jr.; 
A bill for the relief of Marcus Quincy and | 
William Gorbam; 


A bill for the relief of John Adams Smith; 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of 
| Charles S. Walsh; 
A bill for the relief of William Culver; | A bill for the relief of the sureties of H. H. B. 
A bill for the relief of George Innes: || Hays, deceased; 
A bill for the relief of the heirs and assignees || A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
| of Josias Thompson; 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of || A bill for the relief of Joseph Pierce and others; 
A bill for the relief of John Blanc; 
A bill for the relief of Stephen P. W. Doug- 
lass; 


A bill for the relief of John Dougherty; 


A bill for the relief of Hiner Stigermire; 
A bill for the relief of James P. Carlton; 
A bill for the relief of the representatives of || 
James Wilson, of Alexandria, District of Colum- || A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
bia; | of Thomas Murray; 
A bill for the relief of John and Samuel Rowe, || A bill for the relief of certain umbrella-makers 


| heirs and legal representatives of Dudley Rowe, || of Philadelphia; 


deceased; A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Gr- 
A bill for the relief of Poas Hadgo; ' ham, deceased; 
A bill for the settlement of the accounts of || A bill for the relief of Joseph Dukes; 


Edmund Roberts, late diplomatic agent of the || A bill to confirm the claim of Charles Morgaa 


| United States at Cochin China, Muscat, and | to a tract of land; 


Siam; i| 
A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell; | 
A bill for the relief of Thomas Sinnard; 
A bill forthe relief of Archibald R. S. Hunter; |! 
A bill for the relie®®f Thomas Cooper; i| 
A bill for the relief of Polly Lining, executrix || 

of Ed. Blake; ‘|| A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Mitchell; 

A bill for the relief of William Saunders and ||_ A bill for the relief of Herman Harris, of New 

William R. Porter, sureties of William Estis; || York city; 

A bill for the relief of Zebulon Sheets; || <A bill for the relief of Daniel Snider; 

A bill for the relief of William S. Colquhoun;;| A bill for the relief of Frances Fowler; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas McClelland and || A bill for the relief of Jesse E. Dow; 
James Smith; || A bill for the relief of Isaac D. Saunders; 
A bill for the relief of the Springfield Manufac-|| A bill for the relief of William Grozer; 
turing Company; | A bill for the relief of James Cochran; 

A bill for the relief of the representatives of | A bili for the relief of Eloi Rachel; 
A bill for the relief of Paul Poisot; and 


Nathan Sage; 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Malone; 1 A bill for the relief of William Marcus, of Ark- 
| ansas. 
| 
| 


A bill for the relief of Sarah H. B. Stith; 
A bill for the relief of David Ballentine; 
A bill for the relief of Robert Milnor; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Cushing; 
A bill for the relief of Abraham Stipp; 
A bill for the relief of John S. Allen; 


} 
| 


A bill for the relief of Ward and Ficklin; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Plumb; The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
A bill for the relief of Ashbell Mason; | munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
A bill for the relief of Vincent Massoletti; | in answer to a resolution of the House of Repre- 
A bill allowing to James Lowe asection of land; | sentatives, transmitting a statement of the ac 
A bill granting a pension to Michael McCray; 1 counts of the Commonwealth, Franklin, and La- 
A bill for the relief of Zachariah Jellison; fayette banks, of Boston, and an exhibit of the 
A bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps and the || indebtedness of the said institutions to the United 

heirs of Charles Landon, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of John Balch; 
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pETRIKIN, was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


1839. 











On motion of Mr. PETRIKIN, the House ad- || 


journed ull Monday, at ten o’clock. } 





i] 
IN SENATE. 
Mownpay, January 28, 1839. 


The PRESIDENT communicated a report from 
the Treasury Department, made in compliance 
with a resolution of the Senate of the 20th of De- 
comber last, presenting a comparative view of the 

yantity of gold coins now in the United States, 
with the circulatioa of the late Bank of the United 
States. 
Mr. BENTON observed that, on looking at || 
thisdocument, he found that the quantity of gold 
now in the country was greater than the circula- 
tion of the United States Bank, even in the times 
of its greatest expansion. It was important that | 
the facts showed in this report should be exten- | 
sively known through the country; and for this 

urpose he would move for the printing of five | 
thousand extra copies. 

This motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


The PRESIDENT presented the petition of | 
William L. Meredith, asking compensation for | 
the revolutionary services of his late father, and 
for money advanced by him; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of sundry 
owners, masters, engineers, and other officers of 
steamboats, praying the establishment of a board 
of engineers to inquire into the character and 
qualifications of all persons desiring employment | 
in that capacity; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN said he held in his hand a memo- 
rial by Charles L. Flieshman, a naturalized citi- 
zenot the United States, on the subject of the | 
culture of the beet root. The memorial (Mr. 
L. said) was aremarkably well written and scien- 
tific production; and the author had been favor- 
ably spoken of by Mr. Ellsworth, the Commis- | 
sioner of the Patent Office, under whom he held 
an oficial station, as a gentleman of talents and 
learning. From a cursory glance Mr. L. had 
given to the memorial, he had no doubt but that 
every word of it was true. 

Mr. L. then presented the memorial; which 
was referred to the Committee on Agriculture, 
and ordered to be printed. 





THE 





' ence. 
| pered, but we cannot hope thatit willcontinue. The agri- 


| ise no protection but the ulterior resort of self-defense. 


recently made at the Sandwich Islands in the cultivation 
of coffee and the sugar cane. A colony here will, in time, 
thence easily derive these articles and other tropical prod- 
ucts in exchange for the produce of their own labor. 
have thus briefly alluded to the natural resources of the 
country, and to its external relations. They are, in our 


| Opinion, strong inducements for the Government of the Uni 


ted States to take formal and speedy possession. We urge 
this step as promising to the general interests of the nation. 
But the advantages it may confer upon us, and the evils it 
may avert from our posterity, are incalculable. 

Our social intercourse has thus far been prosecuted with 


| reference to feelings of honor, to the teeling of dependence 


on the Hudson’s Bay Company, and to their moral influ- 
Under this state of things, we have thus far pros 


cultural and other resources of the country cannot fail to 
induce emigration and commerce. As our settlement begins 
to draw its supplies through other channels, the feeling of 
dependence upon the Hudson’s Bay Company, to which we 
have alluded as one of the safeguards of our social inter- 
course, will begin to diminish. We are anxious when we 
imagine what will be, what must be, the condition of so 
mixed a community, free from all legal restraint, and supe- 


pledge of our safety. 

Our interests are identified with those of the country of 
ouradoption. We flatter ourselves that we are the germ 
of a great State, and are anxious to give an early tone to 
the moral and intellectual character of its citizens. We 
are fully aware, too, that the destinies of our posterity will 
be intimately affected by the character of those who emi 
grate to the country. ‘The territory must populate. ‘I'he 
Congress of the United States must say by whom. ‘The 


| natural resources of the country, with a well judged civil 


code, will invite a good community. Buta good commu 
nity will hardly emigrate to a country which promises no 
protection for life @r property. Inquiries have already been 
submitted to some of us for information of the country. 
In return, we can only speak of a country highly favored 
of nature. We can boast of no civil code. We can prom- 
By 
whom, then, shall our country be populated? By the reck- 


| less and unprincipled adventurer, not by the hardy and en- 


terprising pioneer of the West. By the Botany. bay refugee, 


unprincipled sharpers from Spanish America. Well are 


| we assured that it will cost the Government of the United || 


States more to reduce elements so discordant to social or- 
der, than to promote our permanent peace and prosperity 
by a timely action of Congress. 
so vicious a population could be relied on in case of arup- 
ture between the United States and any other Power. 

Our intercourse with the natives among us, guided much 
by the same influence which has promoted harmony among 
ourselves, has been generally pacific. But the same causes 
which will interrupt harmony among ourselves, will also 
interrupt our friendly relations with the natives. It is, 
therefore, of primary importance, both to them and us, that 


the execution of all laws affecting Indian trade and the in- 
tercourse of white men and Indians. We have thus briefly 
| shown that the security of our persons and our property, 
| the hopes and destinies of our children are involved in the 
objects of our petition. We do not presume to suggest the 
manner in which the country should be occupied by the 





Mr. DAVIS observed that he had had an op- 
ebay. of reading the document that had just | 
een presented by the Senator from Missouri; | 
and viewing it as one of more than ordinary im- | 
portance, he thought that more than the usual | 
number of copies ought to be printed. Mr. D. | 
accordingly moved for the printing of five thou- | 
sand additional copies; which motion was agreed 
to. 
_Mr. LUNN also presented the following memo- 
rial from citizens of the Oregon Territory: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives | 
of the United States of America: 


The undersigned, settlers of the Columbia river, beg || 
leave to represent to your honorable body, that our settle- |) 


ment, begua in the year 1832, has hitherto prospered beyond | 
the most sanguine expectations of its first projectors. The | 
products of our fields have amply justified the most flatter- | 
ing descriptions of the fertility of the soil, while the facili- 
ties which it affords for rearing cattle are, perhaps, exceeded | 
by those of no country in North Ameriea. The people of | 
the United States, we believe, are nut generally apprised of | 
the extent of valuable country west of the Rocky mountains. | 


A large portion of the territory from the Columbia river | 


south, to the boundary line between the United States and | 
the Mexican Republic, and extending from the coast of the | 
Pacific about two hundred and fifty or three hundred miles 
to the interior, is either well supplied with timber or adapted | 
t pasturage or agriculture. The fertile valleys of the Wal- 
‘amette and Umpqua are varied with prairies and woodland, | 
and interseeted by abundant lateral streams, presenting fa- | 
cilities for machinery. Perhaps no country, of the same | 
latitude, is favored with a climate so mild. The winter | 
Trains, it is true, are an objection; but they are generally | 
preferred to the snows and intense cold which prevails in 
(he northern parts of the United States. The ground is 
seldom covered with snow, nor does it ever remain but a 
few hours. 

We need hardly allude to the commercial advantages of 
the Territory. {ts happy position for trade with China, In- 
dia, and the western coasts of America, will be readily rec- 
ognized. The growing importance, however, of the islands 
ot the Paeific is not so generally known and appreciated. 
As these islands in civilization, their demand for 
the produce of more northern climates will increase. Nor 
can any country supply them with beef, flour, &c., on terms 





Government, nor the extent to which our settlement should 
be encouraged. We confide in the wisdom of our national 
' 


| legislators, and leave the subject to their candid delibera- || 
|| tions, and your petitioners will ever pray. 


J. LL. WHITCOMB, and thirty-five others. 
March 16, 1838. 


On motion of Mr. LINN, the memorial was 


read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. | 


Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition and pa- 


pers of Ezra Thurber, praying that a suit insti- || 


tuted against him by the United States may be 
dismissed; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CALHOUN presented the petition of the 
officers of the revenue cutter Dexter; and 

Mr. NILES presented a memorial from the 
officers of the revenue cutter Wolcott, both pray- 
ing that the Navy pension laws may be extended 
to the revenue service; which were referred to the 
| Committee on Naval! Affairs. 
| Mr. ALLEN presented two memorials from 


| citizens of Ohio, one on the subject of the burn- 


ing of the steamboat Caroline, and the other pray- 
| ing for the repeal or modification of the neutrality 
law of the last session; which were read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
| Mr. NORVELL presented a memorial of the 
| Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wis- 
consin, setting forth the claims of that Territory 
to the jurisdiction of all the country north of a 
line drawn due west from the southern extreme 
of Lake Michigan, and for the passage of a law 





j 
} 


of Wisconsin. 

Mr. N. said the memorial had relation to a 
Illinois and the Territory of Wisconsin. It had 
had been annexed to the State of Michigan. He 
had been requested by the respectable Delegate 
from Wisconsin to propose the reference of the 
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so advantageous as tilis. A very successful effort has been | 


We | 


rior to that moral influence which has hitherto been the | 


by the renegade of civilization from the Rocky Mountains, | 
by the profligate, deserted seamen from Polynesia, and the | 


Nor can we suppose that | 


the Government should take energetic measures to secure | 


establishing that as the southern boundary line | 


subject of gre importance both to the State of || 


a bearing also upon a portion of territory which | 
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memorial to a select committee. It had, how- 
ever, occurred to him, that,as the subject was of 
a legal and constitutional nature, the appropriate 
committee to consider it was the Committee on 
the Judiciary. He therefore moved that the me- 
morial be referred to that committee, and that it 
be printed. 

‘Lhe motion was agreed to. 

Mr. N. presented another memorial from the 
same Legislative Assembly, requesting appropri- 
ations for harbors on the western shore of Lake 
Michigan; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered to be printed, 

Mr. N. also presented a third memorial from 
the same Legislative Assembly, requesting the 
extinguishment of the title of the Menomonee 
Indians to lands within the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of the 
Mayor and Aldermen of the city of St. Louis, 
praying for an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of their harbor; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of certain 
officers of the line of the Army, praying that their 
pay may be made equal to that of the officers of 

| the staff; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. TIPTON presented the petition of 0. C. 
Ward, praying for a post road from Lima, in La- 
grange county,Indiana, to Therman, in St. Joseph 

| county, Michigan; which was referred to the 
, Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 
Mr. T. also presented the memorial of citizens 

of the States bordering on the Ohio river, praying 
that competent engineers be appointed to exam- 
ine the surveys made by the Jeffersonville and 
New Albany Company, and that such aid may be 
| granted as may be deemed proper; which was 
| referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorial of aundry 
citizens of Peoria, Knox, Henry, and Rock Island 
counties, Illinois, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Y. also, presented a communication from 
the General Land Office, on the subject of the 
surveys of the public lands in Illinois; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a joint resolution 
of the Legislature of Illinois, asking Congress for 

| the donation of township five north, fourteen west, 
upon the river Embarrass, which was not sec- 
| tionized when the other public lands in that part 
of the State were surveyed, in consequence of 
| being inundated and drowned, and in which sit- 
, uation it still remains, Mr. R. said, in present- 
ing the resolution, he considered it proper to state, 
in hopes of a favorable consideration of the sub- 
| ject, that this township, not having been surveyed 
| was in consequence of its inundation and sup- 
posed worthlessness; that the surveys in that part 
of the State were made many years ago, and had 
been in market upwards of twenty years; much 
| of them were yet unsold, that this township, as 
it now is, and most probably will continue to be, 
is utterly valueless to the Government. The State, 
however, by draining, may be able to convert it 
to some uscful purpose, and, at the same time, 
| greatly improve the health of the neighborhood 
| in which it is situate. With its avails it is pro- 
posed to improve the navigation of the river upon 
| which it lies—a river already navigable for a short 
| distance, and capable of being made so some hun- 
dred or more of miles—the upper part of which 
runs through an interior and very fertile portion 
of the State, now rapidly settling and advancing 
| in estimation. He would not now go into the 
| subject of the General Government encouraging 
and aiding to drain the swamps and inundated 
lands upon many of the river bottoms in Illinois, 
| as that subject, in a specific form, had been al- 
| ready brought to the notice of the Senate, and 
| upon which he hoped soon to see the liberal action 
| of Congress, which he felt assured could be had 
greatly to the benefit and interest of all concerned, 
| and without the expense of a dollar to Govern- 
ment, by a donation of the lands to be reclaimed. 
The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


i} REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
| Mr. LINN, from the select committee to which 
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was referred the bill to authorize the occupation 
of the mouth of the Columbia river, reported the 
same without amendment, and, after a few re- 
marks, moved that the bill be made the order of 
the day for this day week; which motion was 
agreed ‘to. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Francis Cazeau; 
which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on Pat- 
ents and the Patent Office, to which had been 
referred the amendments of the House to the bill 
to renew the patent of ‘Thomas Blanchard, made 
a report thereon, recommending that the Senate 
concur in said amendments. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, reported a bill to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to compromise the claims of the 
United States against John W. Karney and Wil- 
liam McFarland and sureties; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill making 
further provisions in relation to the Navy pen- 
sion fund; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. SEVIER, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which had been referred the pe- 
tition of Samuel Mackey, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. SEVIER submitted an amendment to the 
bill for the relief of Matthew Arbuckle, embrac- 
ing all cases similar to it, which he gave notice 
he should offer when said bill came up. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, reported the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Margaret Barnes; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Snow; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Tracy; and 

A bill for the relief of Lemuel White? 
which were severally read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bill from the House 
for the relief of Camilla Brown, widow of the 
late General Brown, reported the same without 
amendment, recommending its rejection. 

On motion of Mr. M., the report accompany- 
ing said bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Roger Jones, Adjutant General of the Army; 
which was read, and ordered to a second read- 
ing. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 


| REPEAL OF SALT DUTY. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate took | 
up the request made by him for leave to introduce | 
a bill for the repeal of the salt duty, and the fish- 
ing bounties and allowances dependent thereon. 

Mr. DAVIS then addressed the Senate, in reply 
to the remarks of Mr. Benton, when presenting 
the bill on Thursday last. 

Mr. BENTON replied to Mr. Davis at length; 


after which, 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of Maine, the 


whole subject was postponed till to-morrow. 
A number of bills from the House were read 
twice, and referred to appropriate committees, 


NORTHEASTERN BOUNDARY. 


The PRESIDENT communicated a message 
from the President of the United States, in reply 
to a resolution of the Senate of the 22d instant, 
in relation to the northeastern boundary; which 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions, and ordered to be printed. 


MADISON PAPERS. 


Mr. WALL, from the Joint Committee on the 
Library, which had been authorized to contract 
for the printing of the Madison papers, reported 
that they had contracted with Messrs. Langtree 
& O’Sullivan for the printing thereof. The report 

| was ordered to be printed. 

After a short executive session, the Senate 

| adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, January 28, 1839. 


As soon as the Journal was read, 

Mr. HAYNES rose and remarked that one of 
the pending resolutions on the President’s mes- 
|| sage, that on taking the census, was of very great 

importance, and it being still in Committee of the 
| Whole, Mr. H. hoped the House would consent 
|, to go into committee thereon. 
| Objection being made, Mr. H. moved a sus- 
_ pension of the rules; but it was rejected. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. CONNOR asked leave to present a peti- 
tion, but it was cupees to. 


| Mr. DOTY, on leave, presented the following 
| petitions: From the inhabitants of Rock county, 


| for a harbor at Southport; from A. J. Irwin, for 


|| confirmation to a tract of land at Green Bay; from 
| citizens of New York, for a harbor at a 
| from citizens of Southport, for an appropriation 

for a harbor at Southport; memorial of the Legis- 
|| lative Assembly of Wisconsin, praying for the 
| extinguishment of the title of the Menomonee 


BE. 








_ January 24 


| District of Columbia, reported a bill to proy;, 
| a free bridge across the Eastern Branch Of +h, 
river Potomac, in the city of Washington. 
Also, a bill to incorporate the Washing; 
Manual Labor School and Male Orphan Asy} 7 
‘ Society, of the city of Washington, and Djs, 
| of Columbia. _ 
Also, a joint resolution providing that from », 
Ist day of January, 1839, the physician to ;,, 
peanenincy of the District of Columbia be ,) 
owed the sum of $600 as a permanent anan) 
salary. - 
Also, without amendment, Senate bill makj,, 
an oppespriation for the support of the penito, 
tiary in the District of Columbia. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public By; 

| and Grounds be instructed to inquire into the expedien. 
of causing the naval monument in the front of the Capit 
to be removed to some more suitable and appropriate place 


On motion of Mr. ADAMS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency » 
establishing a mail route from the town of Frankfort, ;; 
the State of Maine, to the town of Munroe, in the ¢,) 
State. 7” 


Mr. REED offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be direet.j 
to lay before this House, early at its next session, ty 
amount of compensation, whether as fees or otherwis. 

| which has been received by each of the district attorney 
clerks, and marshals of the United States, as fees or other, 
Wise, as Officers of the Government, during the year 129 
and to that end that said attorneys, clerks, and marshals by 
|| directed to keep and number an exact account of all moneys, 
| &e., received. : 


dingy 


The resolution would regularly lie over oy 
day; but 
|| Mr. REED asked the House to consider it » 
| this time. 
Objection having been made, 
Mr. REED moved a suspension of the rules; 
which was agreed to. 
| The resolution was considered and adopted. 


On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Mititary Affairs be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of extending tie 
benefits of five years’ half pay, now allowed by law to the 
widows and orphans of officers and soldiers of the militia 
|| and volunteers who die in the service of the United States, 
to the widows and orphans of officers and solidiers of Uw 
| regular Army, who have died, or shall die in the service, or 
|| in consequence of wounds received while in the line of 
duty. 
|| Mr. FLETCHER, of Massachusetts, rose and 
| said that he had received a letter from Samuel 


| Etheridge, Esq., of Massachusetts, stating thot 


| 
} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 


| 


| call might be made on the Department in relation 


he had heretofore preferred charges against Cap- 
|| tain Elliott, of the Navy, and requesting that a 


|| Indians, in the Territory of Wisconsin; also pray- 


Mr. LYON, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Daniel Marsack; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. ; 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice given, ob- 
tained leave and introduced a bill to provide for the 
defense of the western frontier from the mouth of 
the Sabine to ort Snelling; which was read twice 
aud referred. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion of Mr. LINN, the petition and 
papers of Alphonso Wetmore, on the files of the 


last session, together with an additional document | 


just presented, were referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. L. also moved that the papers in relation 
to the claim of certain Missouri volunteers be 
again referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs; which motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, the petition 
and papers of Britton Evans, of Philadelphia, 
one of the Florida volunteers, on the files of the 


last session, praying compensation for property || 


lost by shipwreck, was again referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, the joint resolu- 
tion from the House authorizing the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Smithsonian bequest to employ a 


clerk, and to order certain printing, was taken up | 


and concurred in. 


On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the bills for the | 


relief of John J. Bulow and Joseph Hernandez 
were taken from the table, and made the order of 
the day for to-morrow. 


| 
| ing the confirmation of the title to lots one, two, | 


| to said charges, and Mr. F. stated that, in con- 


formity with this request, he offered the follow- 


/and three, in the town of Milwaukee; memorial || 9S resolution: 


| praying for the passage of a law granting pre- | 
emption to settlers on the line of the Milwaukee | 
and Rock river canal; memorial for the relief of | 

| the owners or proprietors of mineral lots in Wis- | 

| consin; memorial praying for a donation of land | 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Pe- 

_ catonick river; memorial for the improvement 


memorial for the improvement of the Neenah 
(Fox) and Rock rivers; memorial for the settle- 
_ment of the claims of Wisconsin for jurisdiction | 
| over the country north of a line drawn due west | 
from the southerly bend or extremity of Lake | 
Michigan, 


} 

| 
| of the Mississippi, Wisconsin, and Platte rivers; | 
| 


NOTICE OF A BILL. | 


Mr. GRANT gave notice that on to-morrow | 
| he would move for leave to introduce a bill to | 


provide for certain harbors, and for the removal | 
of certain obstructions in and at the mouths of | 
| certain rivers, and for other purposes, during the | 
| year 1839. 
| BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. TILLINGHAST, in pursuance of notice, 
and on leave given, introduced a bill to allowa 
_ drawback of duties on imported hemp, when 
manufactured into cordage and exported; which 
_ was, on motion of Mr. T., referred to the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means, and ordered to be 
printed. 


REPORTS FROM A COMMITTBE. 
Mr. JENIFER, from the Committee for the 


| 


1 
| 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
furnish this House with certain charges heretofore preferred 
by Samuel Etheridge, of Massachusetts, against Captain. 
D. Elliott, of the Navy of the United States, and to furnist 
the reasons, if any, why the Department has not heretoiore 
ordered a court of inquiry to sit upon said charges agaist 
said Elliott. 


The resolution was considered and adopted. 


Mr. CUSHING said that four weeks ago he 
offered a resolution, or series of resolutions, of 
inquiry in regard to sundry points in the relations 
of Great Britain and the United States, which lay 
over under the rule. He wished to-day, instead 
of exercising his privilege to offer a new resolt- 
tion on some other subject, to call up the former, 
and have it passed; engaging for himself to wairt 
all debate on the subject at the present time. 

No objection being made, the resolutions wer 
taken up; and being modified by the mover, and 
amended at the suggestion of Mr. Browsox, 
passed as follows: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if in his judgment not incompatible with the pur 
lic interest, to communicate to this House informatics 
touching the following particulars in the territorial relations 
of the United States and Great Britain on this Cdntinent: 

1. The correspondence, if any, which has been had be- 
tween the Government of the United States and that o 
Great Britain, or the military or civil authorities of eithe', 
in relation to the troubles in the British Provinces of Upp 
and Lower Canada, and to alleged violations of neutrality 
on the part whether of Great Britain or the United States, 
or any of the officers, subjects, or citizens of each. 

9. The correspondence had, or measures taken by th 
Executive, if any, regarding citizens of the United State? 
made prisoners of war at any time in any of the insurrec: 
tionary movements of Upper or Lower Canada. 
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3, Whether the Government of Great Britain has made re- 

ration for the seizure and destruction of the steamboat 
Caroline, within the waters of the United States, and the | 
murder of American citizens on board the same, by a band | 
of armed invaders from the Province of Upper Canada, | 
acting under the orders and authority of the Colonial gov- 
ernment of said Province; and whether any and what ne- | 

stiation or correspondence between the Government of | 
the United States and that of Great Britain has taken place | 
on that subject; and, if so, what is the present state of 
such negotiation. = | 

4. Whether the Government of the United States has en- 
tered into negotiations with that of Great Britain for the 
purpose of arresting and preventing the further distribution 
of presents and payment of war subsidies by the latter Gov- 
ernment to the Indian tribes within the territorial limits and 
jurisdiction of the United States; and if so, what has been 
ihe result of the said negotiations. 

5, Whether the Government of the United States has 
siven to that of Great Britain the stipulated notice to annul 
Snd abrogate the convention of the 6th of September, 1827, 
under cover of which, and of the convention of the 20th of | 
Cetober, 1818, the Hudson’s Bay Company has proceeded 
with permission or by connivance of the Government of 
Great Britain, to establish military posts in the territorics | 
ot the United States beyond the Rocky mountains. 

6. Whether the Government of the United States has | 
taken any measures, and if any, what, to adjust, settle, and 
mark the boundaries between the United States and the Brit- 
ish provinces in North America, from St. Mary’s Falls, be- 
iween Lake Huron and Lake Superior, and S0 northwardly 
and westwardly along the frontier of the State of Michigan | 
and the Territories of Wisconsin and Lowa, to the Rocky 
mountains. 

7. What correspondence, if any, the Government of the | 
United States has had with that of Great Britain, or any of | 
iis authorities or officers, or with the government of the 
State of Maine, in regard to the late survey or investiga- 
tion of the northeastern boundary line of the United States 
by the government of said State, and the present conditions 
of the negotiations relating to said boundary. 

8, Whether any correspondence has recently passed be- 
tween the British and American Governments relative to 
the free navigation of the navigable rivers coterminous to the 
United States and the British possessions in North Amer- | 
ica, or Of navigable rivers running, in part or in whole, 
throngh the territories of both Governments ; and if so, the 
result of the same. 

9. Whether the public authorities of Upper Canada, or 
any of them, have undertaken to interdict or restrict the | 
ordinary intercourse between said Province and the contig- 
uous parts of the United States; and if so, by what law or 
pretense of right; and whether said interdict or restriction 
is consistent with the treaties subsisting between the United 
States and Great Britain. 


On motion of Mr. LINCOLN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to inform this House whether the accounts of David Hen- 
shaw, late collector of the port of Boston and Charlestown, | 
in Massachusetts, have been settled with the Treasury of 
the United States; and if so, whether any, and if any, 
what, amount of credit was allowed him for money depos- 
ited in the Commonwealth Bank of Boston, in the name of 
said collector, and which remained on deposit at the time 
of the insolvency and failure of said bank, either to the 
credit of said collector or of the United States ; and whether 
any sum, and if any, what sum, has been passed to the 
credit of said collector on account of payments or advance- | 
ments to officers of the customs in said port of Boston and | 
Charlestown for salaries, fees, or otherwise in anticipation 
of appropriation, and for which no provision was made by 
law; and whether any credits have been allowed to said 
collector for any assignment of bank stock, transfer, or 
charge of bank deposits, or for property, real or personal, 
by sale or assignment, for which the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States has not already realized the nominal amount for 
which it was so sold or assigned in specie value. And if the | 
accounts of said collector are still open and outstanding, 
that the Secretary report to this House the reasons why the | 
same are not closed and settled. 


On motion of Mr. HALEY, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 








furnish a copy ofthe report and drawings in reference to || 


the harbor of Stonington, in Connecticut, together withany | 
additional information in reference to the improvement of 
said harbor. 


Mr. ADAMS presented the following resolu-— 


tion: 


Resolved, That every member of the House of Represent- 
atives of the United States ought, before taking*his seat 
therein, to produce at the Clerk’s table, or to deposit in the | 
Clerk’s office, the credentials by virtue of which he claims | 
his seat ; and in all cases of contested election, no member 


ought to be permitted to vote until the House, upon a report |, 


from the standing Committee of Elections, or by the vote | 
of the majority of the members present, being a quorum of | 
the House, shall have decided which of the claimants is | 
entitled to the contested seat. 


Mr. ADAMS explained that he had offered this 
resolution in consequence of the disuse of a prac- 


tice which had formerly existed in this House, || 


| 
and which he believed to be the practice of every 
other deliberative body. It was, that every mem- 
ber who was here as the Representative of the | 
people should produce the credentials by virtue | 
of which he claimed his seat. This practice had | 
been adopted at the first organization of the Gov- 
ernment, and had been continued until within the | 
last eight or ten years. He did notexactly know 
when it was first disused, but since that time | 
every gentleman who thought proper to do so had | 
come and taken his seat without having presented | 


| A. did not intend to debate this resolution him- 
self, nor was he aware that there was any dispo- 
sition to contest the principle. It was one the 
| operation of which might be of very great import- 
ance at the commencement of the next session of 


Congress. He hoped the resolution would be 
disposed of now. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. BRONSON moved a suspension of the 
rules; and, after some desultory conversation, the 
question was taken, and the motion to suspend 
the rule was negatived—ayes 86, noes 62; not two 
thirds. 

And Mr. PRENTISS having signified his in- 
tention to debate the resolution, it lies over one 
day by the rule. 

Mr. EVERETT submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was laid on the table, and ordeted 
to be printed: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by law: 

1. That the Clerk of the House of Representatives of the 

| Congress of the United States, in office on the last day of 
the last session of any Congress, shall remain in office until 
the organization of the House of Representatives of the suc- 
ceeding Congress. 

2. That it shall be the duty of the Clerk to receive and 
file all certificates of election transmitted to him by the 
Executives of the several States, in the succeeding Con- 
gress. 

3. That it shall be the duty of the said Clerk to make a 
roll of the members who, from such certificates, or when 
no certificates are returned, froin credentials from the Ex- 
ecutives of the States presented by persons claiming to be 
members of such Congress, appear to have been elected 
members of said Congress. 

4. That the said Clerk shall, at twelve o’clock, m., on the 
day appointed for the meeting of such Congress, call the 
members so enrolled to order, who shall then proceed to 
elect a Speaker and Clerk for the time being. 

5. Providing for the mode of taking testimony in case of 
contested elections ; and that the same be filed with the 
Clerk on or before the second Monday of the session. 

6. That the said House, when so organized, shall appoint 
a Committee of Elections by ballot, or viva voce, as a major- 
ity shall determine, to consist of thirteen members, who 
shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duty. 

7. That said committee proceed forthwith to examine 
and report on all contested elections; and that the persons 
contesting may be heard before the House by themselves 
and counsel ; and which shail decide thereon without fur- 
ther debate, 

8. That after the decision of all the cases of contested 
election, the House shall proceed to elect a Speaker, Clerk, 
and other officers of the House for the Congress; that if 
the election of Speaker shall result in the choice of another 
person, the standing committees shall be appointed anew. 


Mr. EVERETT submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, under the rule, lies one day on the 
table: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to in- 
form this House, 

1, What was the practice of his Department at, and 


prior to the 4th of March, 1829, relative to the mode of filing | 


and keeping the letters and communications received ; par- 
ticularly whether @ register of them was made, and whether 


they were kept on file in the order of consecutive dates, | 


with numbers and letters corresponding with such register ; 
and whether, since that time, a change has been made in 
the mode of filing and keeping the same ; and if so, what, 


and when, and by whom made, and what is now the prac- | 


tice of the Department in these respects. 

2. Whether it is now the practice of the Departinent to 
keep and preserve on the regular files of the Department, 
or otherwise, and in what manner, all letters and papers 
received, having relation to the official business of the De- 
| partment, and to preserve in the letter books of the Depart- 
ment, or otherwise, copies of all letters and communica- 
tions from the Department. 

3. What was the practice of the Department at and prior 
to the 4th of March, 1829, relative to communicating to 
postmasters against whom charges had been made, or for 
whose removal application had been made, copies of such 
charges, or the substance of the same, or copies of such ap- 
| plications, and of the statement or evidence received in 

support of such charge or application, or any notice thereof 


| before proceeding to act thereon ; and whether it was the | 


half of such postmasters ; and also whether it was the prac- 
| tice of the Department, in cases which did not require im- 

mediate action, to appoint an agent to take testimony, or to 
| investigate the truth of the charges or grounds of the appli- 


|| eation; and whether any change has been nade in the prac- 


| tice of the Department in these respects ; and if so, what 
| and when, and by whom made, and what is now the prac- 
tice of the Department in these respects. 
4. Whether itis now a rule or practice of the Department 
| to refuse to postmasters who have been removed on charges 
made, or on the application of others, copies of such charges, 
| or copies of the statements or evidence received in support 
| of the same, or the reason or grounds of their removal, when 
| required by such postmaster; and if so, when was such 
| rule or practice first adopted, and by whom; and 
| §. The manner in which the accounts of the Department 
with contractors and postmasters are now kept. 


Mr. ALLAN, of Vermont, submitted the fol- 
| lowing resolution; which, under the rule, lies over 
one day: 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be directed to 


A 


practice to receive counter statements or testimony on be- | 
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inquire into the expediency of so amending the law on the 


| subject of naturalization as to exclude therefrom the priv: 


leges of natural born citizens who are or shall be born of 
parents who have removed, or shall remove, from the Uni- 
ted States, and have taken, or shall take, the oath of allegi- 
ance to the Government in which they so reside, uutil such 
person shall become naturalized like other loreigners, agree 


ably to the jaws tha: now do, or hereafter may, exist on dat 
subject. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, it was 


Resoived, That the President be requested to communi 
cate to this House, if not, in his opinion, incompatible with 
the public interest, what demand has been made upon the 
British Government for satisfaetion for the outrage com 
mitted under its authority, in burning the stenmboat Caro 
line, and murdering our unarmed citizens on board: and 
what reply said Government has made to euch demand 5 
aud all the correspondence on the subject of said outrage, 
between this Government and that, or the off or agents 
of either, or the officers or agents of this Government and 
the President, or any of its Departments, which fuive not 
heretofore been communicated to this House. 


On motion of Mr. PARKER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting a pen 
sion to John Robinson, of Delaware county, New York. 


Mr. GRANT presented the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to report to this House, with all convenient dis 
pateh, a bill making appropriations for the improvement of 
rivers and harbors for the year 1839, and for certain surveys 
of the same, according to the estimates for those objects as 
submitted to this House or to the said committee during the 
present session, by the Department and bureaus having 
charge of said improvements and public works. 


Mr. G. moved the previous question. 

The SPEAKER decided the motion to be out 
of order. ‘ 

Mr. GRANT took an appeal, but withdrew it, 

And the resolution was ordered to lie over one 
day. 

Subsequently, Mr. GRANT moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules to enable him to have his reso- 
lution considered at this time, and asked for the 
yeas and nays on that motion. 

‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The House refused to suspend the rules. 


Mr. DAVIES offered a resolution providing 
that hereafter the daily hour of the meeting of 
this F2ouse shall be eleven o’clock, a. m. 

Objection having been made, 

Mr. D. moved a suspension of the rule, and 
asked the yeas and nays; which were refused. 

And the question having been taken, the House 
refused to suspend the rule. 

The resolution lies over one day. 

A number of motions were made to suspend the 
rule for the purpose of taking up for considera- 
tion resolutions heretofore offered, and now on 
the Speaker’s table; but which were, in all in- 
stances, rejected, except as herein given to the 
contrary. 

Mr. PALMER submitted the following joint 
resolution; which, under the rule, lies over one 
day: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
hereafter, when in any State or Territory the public lands 
belonging to the United States shall be reduced, by sale or 
otherwise, to a quantity not exceeding one sixth part of 
their original amount, the minimum price of the public 
land, within such State or Territory, shail be reduced twen- 
ty-five cents per acre ; and a like reduction shall take place 
at the end of every two years thereafter; of which several 
reductions the President of the United States shall, by proe 
lamation, from time to time, give due notice, until said 
price shail be reduced to twenty-five cents per acre; and at 
the end of two years after such last reduction. all the public 
lands within such State or Territory shall be offered at sale, 
at public auction, for cash, to the highest bidder, like notice 
being given of such sale as is now provided by jaw, at 
which scles the States or Territories in which such lands 
are situated may become purchasers. 


On motion of Mr. SPENCER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of granting bounty 
lands to the commissioned officers who served in the Army 
of the United States during the late war with Great Britain, 
and also of reviving the acts of 1816 and 1617, granting 
bounty lands to Canadian volunteers. 


On motion of Mr. BRONSON, it was 


Resolved. That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of allowing to George J. 
Knight further compensation for a schooner called the Ex- 
periment, belonging to him, which was destroyed by the 
enemy in the last war with Great Britain. 


On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inguire into the expediency of continuing the 
military road from Plattsburg to Whitehall, in the State of 
New York. , 
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"Mr. PRATT submitted the following resolu- | 


tion; which was ordered to be printed: 


Wherens the materials used in the erection of the Treas- 
ury building, in this city, are congelated sandstone, absorb 
ing water, and requiring to be frequently painted at great 
expense, to preserve it againet rain and frost: Therefore, 

Resolved, (as the sense of this House,) That all public 
buildings hereafter to be erected for the use of the Govern- 
iment shall be constructed of the hardest and most durable 
materials, either of marble or granite. 


Mr. CLARK offered the following: resolution; 
which lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the House, in pursuance of the joint res 
olution of the Sth of February, 1829, will, on the second 
Monday of February next, at one o’clock, proceed to the 
election of a printer to the [louse for the Twenty-Sixth 
Congress. 


On motion of Mr. AYCRIGG, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to furnish this House with a report and extract from the 
const survey, containing Newark bay, in the State of New 
Jersey, and the bars in its vicinity. 


Mr. YORKE submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That five hundred copies of Senate document 
No. 140, of the second session of the present Congress, be 
printed for the use of the members of this House. 


Mr. NAYLOR submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, under the rule, lies one day upon 
the table: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be directed to 
furnish this‘House with copies of the charges of inhuman, 
unofficerlike, ungentiemanly, and infamous conduct, pre- 
ferred by Charles C. Barton, a passed midshipman of the 
United States Navy, against Captain Jesse D. Elliott, whilst 
in command of the Mediterranean squadron, together with 
all communications in relation to sagl conduct of said Cap- 
tain Eliiott and to said charges, on file in the Navy Depart 
ment; and to communicate the reasons, if any, why the 


said Elliott has not been ordered to be tried upon said 


charges. 
On motion of Mr. DARLINGTON, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to Marga- 
ret Marshall, the widow of arevolutionary officer, and that 
the papers relating to the case be taken from the files of the 
House and referred to that committee. 


On motion of Mr. SHEFFER, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing by law a post route from Chambersburg to 
Funkstown, Franklin county, Pennsylvania. Also, that 
the same committee be further instructed to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a similar route from the bor- 
ough of York, by the way of East Berlin, to York Springs, 
Adams county, in said State. 


On motion of Mr. MORGAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a mail route from Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, to 
Morganstown, in Virginia. 


Mr. CRAIG submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the second Tuesday in February next, be 
set apart for the consideration of House bill No. 546, enti- 
tled “ A bill granting an additional quantity of land for the 
loeation of revolutionary bounty land warrants,” the said 
bill to take precedence of all other business on that day 
atter the morning hour. 


On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to report to this House how long the balance of $3,702 72, 
reported in the account of the receipts and expenditures of 
the United States for the year 1837, prepared in the office 
of the Register of the Treasury, against Thomas Irwin, 
Esq., late district attorney, and now district judge for the 
western district of Pennsylvania, has been standing on the 
books of the Treasury ; whether the said district attorney 
has presented any vouchers for the liquidation of that bal- 


ance, which have been suspended; and if not, and that | 


balance is undisputed, to state why it has not been col- 
lected. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia, it 


was 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring herein,) That the Joint | 


Committee omthe Library be instructed to inquire into and 
report upon the expediency of providing a digested index 
to the whole series of Journals of the House, since the 
organization of the Government, alphabetically pointing to 
each subject-matter, with the year, volume, and page of the 
record. 


On motion of Mr. MALLORY, it was 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House the aggregate amount 
paid to all persons who have, since 1829, been concerned 
in negotiating treaties with the Indians, together with the 
names of such persons, and the sums respectively reccived 


by them in the way of per diem, mileage, and extra charges, | 


and under what authority. And, also, if any of the clerks 


in the State, Treasury, War, or Navy Departments, or any | 


of the bureaus or offices thereof, are charged with the dis- 
bursement of public funds, and if so, what amount of com- 
pensation is allowed to each for the performance of this ex- 
tra service, and what security is required of them for its 
faithful performance. 
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Mr. MERCER submitted the following reso- 
lution; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be, and 


he is hereby, requested to lay before the House of Repre- | 


sentatives a list of all removals from office which have oc- 


| curred since the organization of the present Government of 
the United States, denoting the names of the persons so re- | 


moved, and the tite ordenomination of their respective ofli- 
ces. Also, a similar list ofall persons whose term of service 
having been limited, by law, to four years, have not been 
renorminated ; and that such list denote the date of each re- 
moval, or expiration of office, not succeeded by the renom- 


ination of the person whose term of service shall have so | 


expired. 


On motion of Mr. BANKS, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Lnvalid Pensions be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of placing Lenza || 


Thomas on the pension list ; and the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions furnish the committee with the documents in his pos- 
session in support of his claim for a pension. 


On motion of Mr. BEIRNE, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and | 


Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making certain changes in the carrying of the mails, and 
certain alterations in the mail routes, in Caball county, Vir- 
ginia, as suggested by the citizens of the said county. 


Mr. PARRIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which lies one day upon the table: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of further 
extending the provisions of the pension act of July 7, 1838, 
to give benefit to the widows of revolutionary pensioners 
who have become widows since the passage of the pension 
act of July 4, 1836. 


_Mr. McKAY submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which, under the rule, lies over one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to in- 
form the House whether any cases of defalcation not here- 
tofore reported to either House of Congress have occurred 
on the part of the public officers, in any branch of the public 
service under the direction of his Department; the names 
of such defaulters, and the amounts of the defalcations, re- 
spectively, and what proceedings have been adopted by him 


in each case. 
On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
inform this House whether any of the State troops called 


into the service of the United Statesin the Cherokee coun- || 
try yet remain unpaid, and if so, how many, and the rea- | 


sons why these claims have not sooner been settled. 
On motion of Mr. C. SHEPARD, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of surveying Nouce river, in 
North Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. CONNOR, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 
ing a pension to Elizabeth Allen, widow of Vincent Alien, 
aud a soldier of the Revolution. 


Mr. SAWYER submitted the following reso- 


| lution; which, under the rule, lies one day upon 
| the table: : 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 


quested to communicate to this House, if not incompatible 
with the public interest, upon what authbrity Lewis Cass, 
Minister to the Court of St. Cloud, visited France, Asia, and 


other foreign countries, since his appointment, and how || 


long said Minister was absent from the courtof the French 
King. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Car- 


| olina, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions be directed to inquire into the expediency of allow- 


ing the claim of Alexander Williamson, of Iredell county, | 
North Carolina, and that the evidence on file in this House 


be referred to the said committee. 


On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, of North Caro- | 


lina, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of passing a law of the fol- 
lowing import, constituting the Committee of Elections : 

That on the third day of the first session of each Con- 


gress, the name of that member from each State who has | 


received the greatest majority of votes for Congress ainong 
his own delegation shall be deposited in box No. 1 

That the names of all the other members of Congress 
then in attendance shall be severally put in box No. 2. 


That a boy under ten years old shall proceed forthwith | 


to draw out of box No. 2 the names of ten members, which 
names, so drawn, shall be placed in box No. 1. 


That box No. 1, then containing thirty-six ballots or | 


names, shall be mixed, and immediately a boy under ten 


years old shall draw out one ballot, until the names of |, 
twelve members of Congress be so drawn; which twelve |! 


persons shall constitute the Committee of Elections. 


That said committee shall thereupon be sworn by the | 
Speaker to hear, investigate, and report truly all such con- | 


tested elections as may be committed to their charge, ac- 
cording to the Constitution of the United States and the 
laws of the State in which the contest may or shall origin- 
ate. 

That the said committee shall immediately retire to their 
committee room, and elect their own chairman. 


That in case of a vacancy in said committee, by death, | 


resignation, or otherwise, such vacancy shall be filled by 
drawing one or more names from box No. 1, until the com- 
mittee be again filled. 


_January 28, 


| On motion of Mr. McKAY, it was 

| Resolved, 'That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of building a light-house on 

Oak island, at the mouth of Cape Fear river ; also, of Placi 

| a small ligit on Campbell @asland, in said river. ng 


Mr. THOMPSON submitted the following 
joint resolution; which, under the rules, lies oy 
and was ordered to be printed: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the notes of sound specie-paying banks shall hereatter he 
received in payment of the dues of the Government, under 
|. such regulations and restrictions as may be preseribed by 
|, Congress. 

Resolved, That the public funds shall hereafter be de 
ited with banks owned in whole or in part by the States 
where situated, and that where none such exist, with suc 
|, incorporated banks as the Secretary of the Treasury may 
|| select: Provided, That when deposited with private incor. 
|! porated banks, the funds of the Government are not to be 
| used in the discounts or other business of such banks; ang 
| 
| 
i 


er, 


that the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to coy. 
tract with said banks for a stipulated compensation for the 
| safe-keeping, transfer, and disbursement of the pubjic 
moneys. 


|| On motion of Mr. HAYNES, it was 


| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings ang 
' Grounds be instructed to inquire into the practicability of 

enlarging the rooms and giving additional light to the House 
Library ; of the propriety of having all books and documents 
belonging to the House, as they pass into print, placed in 
the same for safe-keeping and for reference, whereby one 
depository will be made of the whole; of appointing the 
librarian by the House, and requiring him to give bond for 
the faithful keeping and preserving of all the printed records 
so to be placed in his charge. 


' On motion of Mr.S. WILLIAMS, the House 
took up for consideration the following resolution, 
_ offered by him on the 31st December: 


Resolved, That the Seeretaries of State, Treasury, War, 
and Navy, and the Postmaster General, be, and they are 
hereby, respectively, required to report and communicate 
to this House, as soon as practicable, what were the ex- 
penses of their respective Departments, including every 
item of expenditure, in the year commencing on the 4th 
day of March, 1828, and ending on the 3d day of Mareh, 
| 1829, and so on for each successive year up to the 4th of 
March, 1838, and from thence up to the Ist day of January, 
1839, placing each item of expenditure under its proper hwad: 


| 
|| and further, to report and communicate the number of 
|| clerks and other othcers, of every description whatever, be- 
| longing to their respective Departments, with the salary or 
|; pay of each, in each year, separately, commencing on the 
|| 4th day of March, 1828, and so on for each successive year 
up to the 4th of March, 1838, and from thence up to the Ist 
| day of January, 1839. And further, to report how much (if 
anything) has been allowed as extra pay to any clerk or 
| other officer of their respective Departments, at any tine 
| within the foregoing periods, and for what services those 
| extra allowances were made. 


\ Mr. CRARY was opposed to the resolution in 
| its present shape, because it would involve an 

inquiry which it would take six months to an- 
|| Swer. 

| A motion was made by Mr. RENCHER to 

| amend the said resolution by inserting therein the 

|| words, ** the Clerk of the House of Representa- 
|| tives and the Secretary of the Senate.’’ 

And, pending the question on the motion, 

The previous question was moved by Mr. 

1) WILLIAMS, of Kentucky, when 

‘|| Acallofthe House was moved by Mr. RIVES, 
which was decided in the negative. 

_ The House then divided -on the motion for the 
previous question, when it was found that a quo- 
rum was not present. 

A motion was then made by Mr. BANKS that 
there be a call of the House. 
And, the question being put, it passed in the 

_ affirmative. 

The roll was then called in part; when, 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, further pro- 
ceedings in the call were dispensed with. 

And the House again divided on the motion for 
the previous question; when it was demanded by 
a majority of the members present, 


the main question be now put? 
the negative. p 
And so the House determined that the main 
question should not now be put. 
| Mr. GRANTLAND presented a resolution by 
|| the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, 
| soliciting the establishment of a weekly mail route 
| (the mail to be carried on horseback) between 
| Blairsville, in the county of Union, and Dahloo- 
| ega, in the county of Lumnkin, by the way of 
} 


And passed in 


Cooper’s Gap in the Blue Ridge; which resolu- 
tion was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. SOUTHGATE, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 


The previous question was then put, viz: Shall - 
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